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Summer Meals Make Me Feel Fine 

 

Years ago, when I went to grandma’s house, she’d always provide a big dinner for 

us—even in the summer. Out to the table went the platters of meat and chicken. 

Grandma always cooked up sweet corn with mashed potatoes and gravy.  The pota-

toes were placed in a bowl and underwent a transformation with a hand beater.  

Years later I discovered how much work this was! Not only did she fill the bowl 

with milk and butter, she balanced said bowl on her hip, held on with her left hand, 

and beat with her right. This was a circular motion. Her head was bent over as she 

worked.  Can you imagine making mashed potatoes by hand? I tried it once and got 

tired in about 30 seconds (after that, I chose the electric beater method). 

Despite the work, there was always plenty for us all, and it was completed on time 

for the meal. 

Grandma was excellent at planning and cooking for us. She had comfort food that 

my active mind can still see, smell and taste. It was wonderful to eat and wonderful 

to have the sense of community around the table. 

This Sunday, July 26th you can join us to see, smell and taste our own 2009 

Grandma’s comfort food and joyful community. The Green Team will supply the food 

and drink. Roast beef, potatoes, corn, squash and salad are planned for the table. 

All you need to do is get here by noon (after 10:45 worship, of course) and bring a 

heart for conversation. 

In addition, we’ll be joined by two members of the Micah Corps. These college stu-

dents are interns in Nebraska for the summer. They will bring a brief message of 

love and justice. What better thing for a Sunday, than to spend it breaking bread 

with friends? 

Your presence will be a blessing, so please join us. 

--Fred 

Ps. My grandma knew who was coming so she made enough plus a little more. We can 

do the same if you let us know you’re coming. 
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Gourmet Dinner 

The Green Team is excited to an-

nounce a dinner featuring garden 

vegetables and locally grown prod-

ucts on August 31. Plans call for 

professional chef Jason Martin to 

provide the skills at Brownville's 

River Inn Resort. The event will 

celebrate the Community Garden 

Project and highlight creative 

ways to bring produce to the pal-

ette. 

More details will be available in 

the coming weeks. 

 4. Kaci Jones 

 5. Nate Beger 

 7. Marilyn Bath 

 7. Crystal Lavigne 

 10. Julie Krause 

 12. Sonia Kistner 

 13. Kim Comstock 

 14. Evelyn Heskett 

 15. Jessica Kistner  

 16. Matt Ramsey 

  Jim Stough 

 18. Dan Oden 

 20. Ed Johnson 

 21. George Summerlin 

 23. Tanya Crotty 

 24. Luke Andrew 

  Jacy Garver 

  Scott Reierson 

  Gerry Sandau 

 25. Kathy Grant 

  Carol Snyder 

 

 28. Brianna Hakenewerth  

  Judy Lowrey 

 29. Crystal Kühl  

 30. Doug Ramsey  

RADICAL HOSPITALITY 

 

"Welcome one another, 

therefore, just as Christ 

has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God." 

(Romans 15:7) 

Nursery Attendant 

The church is currently looking for Nursery Attendants. The positions are paid 

and governed by the SPRC committee.  Priority will be given to church members.  

Please contact the church office if you are interested.   

The attendants provide child care during both Church services each Sunday 

morning and as needed for meetings and activities during the week.  We would 

like to hire two or three people to allow for rotational scheduling so that nurs-

ery staff may attend worship. 

Please report the names of those 

missing from the birthday calen-

dar to the church office. 

August Birthdays 

Missing Addresses 
 
The church is currently looking 

for addresses of members we 

have lost track of.  Most of these 

are twenty-somethings who have 

begun their adult lives or college 

students who are living on or off 

campus.  If you have a family 

member who has recently moved 

or will be moving to college please 

let the church office know where 

they are. 
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Happenings 

 

Thanks to all who worked and do-

nated at the Blood Mobile.  It took 

ALL of us:25 brought sandwiches, 25 

worked, 25 dozen cookies were do-

nated. 

 

THANK YOU to all of those that 

have volunteered to teach Sunday 

School this summer.  Your time is  

well spent and appreciated. 

HEARTWARMING 

WORSHIP and PRAYER 

 

"How lovely is your 

dwelling place, O Lord of 

hosts!  My soul longs, 

indeed it faints for the 

courts of the Lord." 

Psalm 84:1-2 

Music Schedule 

August Special Music Schedule: 

 Aug. 2 David Fletcher 

 Aug. 9 Zander Boys (Marilyn Bath's 

grandsons) 

 Aug. 16 Evelyn Heskett 

 Aug. 23 Belles-A-Peelin (8:30) 

  (10:45) - open for volunteer 

 Aug. 30. Brent Comstock 

 Sept. 6 Open for volunteers 

 

Sanctuary Choir 

Rehearsals for the 2009-2010 choir 

season begin on Wednesday August 26th 

at 7:00 pm in the church Sanctuary.  

This choir will sing at 8:30 worship on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month 

and at 10:45 worship the 2nd, 3rd, & 4th 

Sundays. 

The Sanctuary Choir is a SATB choir 

that provides special music during wor-

ship that is relevant to the days experi-

ence.  We welcome all high school youth 

and adults who enjoy singing old favor-

ites and new contemporary anthems. 

New Books in the Library 

Thank you to Sheila May-

field and Tammy Chase for 

giving the library a much 

needed face lift.  Thanks 

to them the library has a 

fresh look and some new 

books for our reading 

pleasure. 

New kids books 
Tommy Trouble and the 

Magic Marble 
The Spy Machine 
The Crippled Lamb 
Good Night, God Bless 
A Child's Book of Wisdom 

New adult offerings 
Jesus, CEO 
The Five People You Meet in 
Heaven 

Go Green Live Rich 
The Secret 

The Prisoner in the Third 
Cell 

The Power of a Praying Hus-
band 

The Power of a Praying Wife 
In His Steps 
The Matchmakers 
Extreme Encounters 
The Lost Tribe 
Sanetuary 
Getting Through the Tough 
Stuff 

VITAL FAITH 

FORMATION AND 

PRAYER 

 

"They devoted themselves 

to the apostles' teaching 

and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and 

prayers." 

Acts 2:42 

 Baptism 

On July 5, 2009 Grant Rodney Cus-

ter was baptized at First UMC by 

Dr. Fred Richart.  Grant is the son 

of Jeremy & Michelle Custer.  He 

was born on April 4, 2006 at Colum-

bia, Missouri. 

New Members 

New to the membership of First 

UMC are Jeremy and Michelle Cus-

ter and their sons Cole and Grant.  

The Custers joined with us on July 

5, 2009 transferring their mem-

bership from the Missouri UMC in 

Columbia, Missouri. 

Death 

Christian sympathy is extended to 

the family of Vivian Russell who 

passed away on July 3rd.  Services 

were held at First UMC on July 6th 

with Pastor Ruth Henderson offici-

ating. 



Faith Formation 

FAITH FORMATION MEETING—

All those interested are welcome to 

meet with this committee on Aug. 

12 at 6:30 pm, where we will Dis-

cuss fall Sunday School (kickoff, 

teachers, curriculum, etc), Nursery 

Attendant(s), Dreaming session 

notes, Safe Sanctuary Training, Con-

firmation Classes, Library Day, and 

Bible purchases for 3rd graders. 

TEACHERS—Anyone interested in 

teaching Sunday School, please con-

tact Amy and the Church. 

CONFIRMATION—A pizza lunch will 

be served on Sunday, Sept. 27th at 

noon for youth in grades 6, 7, & 8 

and their parents.  Dr. Fred will take 

time to explain confirmation classes 

and schedule.  Confirmation classes 

will begin with a retreat the week-

end of January 8-10 at Camp Fon-

tanelle.  Each student and parents 

will attend.  PLEASE mark your cal-

endars now so there are no schedul-

ing conflicts. 

BIBLE SCHOOL had an enrollment of 

53 student from our community.  

Camp E.D.G.E. led us thru a  

week of Experiencing and Discover-

ing God Everywhere.  We are still 

accepting donations to cover the  

remaining cost of T-shirts and the 

program.  Our volunteers  

this year were GREAT!  Successfully 

conducting a Bible School of this na-

ture will have rewards for our  

children which will follow them  

to adulthood.   THANK YOU!!!! 

  

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL begins Sep-

tember 13th.  The kickoff to get it 

started will be on August 30th at 

9:30.  Parents and children are in-

vited to a S. S. Open House featur-

ing food, music and puppets. 
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Brown Bag Lunch Book Study 

What:  Let’s get together to choose our next book(s)! 

 

When:  Thursday, August 13th       12:00  

  The ‘purple’ room at the church 

 

Bring your lunch and a copy of a book you’d like us to read!   

    (or the title and some information about it) 

 

 Would you like a... 

 -Bible Study       -Fiction      -Non Fiction    -Poetry   

         The choice is ours! 

 

  *Everyone is invited – if you’d enjoy a lunchtime book study, please join us! 
 

Can’t make it that day? – Call or stop by the church office and leave your suggestions! 

Vacation Bible School Kids share songs 

at July 19 worship 



To start the 

prayer chain 

during of-

fice hours, 

call the 

church of-

fice at 274-

3329 or e-mail your re-

quest to  

aubunumc@windstream.net 

Office hours are from 9

-3 Monday through Fri-

day.  After hours you 

may contact ONE of the 

following to have your 

request passed to the 

members of the prayer 

chain. 

 Trudy Peaslee 

grammyboo3@gmail.com 

274-4536 

 Arlene Whisler 

aw03712@windstream.net 

274-7634 

 Carol Ehmke 

carolehmke@hotmail.com 

 Susan Kruse 

susankruse07@yahoo.com  

 

 Midge Mason 

274-4257 

If you do not have e-

mail and would like to be 

a part of the prayer 

chain ministry, please 

contact Jeannine 

Crotty.  She will receive 

requests by e-mail and 

call those who do not 

have internet or e-mail 

access. 
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Prayer Chain 

Current Mission Collections 

The Missions and Social Justice 

Team continues collect items 

needed in our community and our 

world.  Current collections include: 

Eyeglasses—bring your old pre-

scription glasses an place them in 

the wicker basket above the coat 

rack inside the south entrance.  Dr. 

Crotty collects these to take on 

mission trips with him. 

Food Cart—school starts again in 

August.  Consider bringing break-

fast items, lunch box items, and 

deodorant, soap & toothpaste. 

Pennies—continue to be collected 

for Nothing but Nets. 

Haiti VIM Mission—September 4-

14.  Financial assistance will be ac-

cepted and appreciated. 

School Supplies—Through August 

new school supplies will be col-

lected. 

RISK TAKING MISSION 

AND JUSTICE WORK 

 

"Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it for one of the 

least of these who are 

members of my family, 

you did it to me." 

Matthew 25:40 

Green Team 

Work at Lord's Acre continues each 

Wednesday and Friday evening beginning 

around 7:30 pm and at the Farmer's Mar-

ket table on Saturdays from 7:30 –11 am.   

While the Green Team continues to har-

vest vegetables we are also coming to-

gether to build relationships and to dis-

cuss food issues. 

On Wednesday August 5th gardeners 

and other who are interested are invited 

to "Paint it Priceless" at 6:30 pm.  "Paint 

it Priceless" is located on O St. across 

from the Courthouse.  You can pick out a 

ceramic item, paint it yourself and the 

owners then kiln dry the paint.  Cost is 

$8.00 per person plus the cost of the 

item (prices vary).  Refreshments will be 

served.  Please contact the church office 

or Kim Beger with reservations. 

If you would like to be a part of any 

of the activities and events of the Green 

Team and the Community Gardens, please 

contact Teresa at 274-3329 or 414-1215. 

July/August Upper Room and Alive Now 
Devotionals are available.  Pick up copies 

for yourself and a friend. 

mailto:aubunumc@windstream.net
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GRACIOUS GENEROSITY 

 

"You will be enriched in 

every way for your great 

generosity" 

2 Corinthians 9:11 

Lawn Mowing Schedule 

Thank you to the following volunteers who have agreed to mow the church lawn. 

 August 2 Ted Yager August 23 Dave Pippert 

 August 9 McMann/Beger August 30 Ted Yager 

 August 16 Ted Yager September 6 Dan Snyder 

Please mow the Friday or Saturday before the date listed.  Please check with 

the church in the event of weddings or funerals that may be taking place.  Also, 

it is always appreciated when you trim and then sweep the sidewalks clear of 

clippings.   

 

 

Mission Share 

Africa University Offers Distance 

Learning Program—May '09  

Africa University has expanded its 

borders into cyberspace through a 

satellite campus located in Maputo, 

Mozambique. The Africa Training 

and Learning Center, launched in 

March 2008, offers online courses 

for an Executive Masters degree 

in Business Administration (EMBA) 

and a degree in English as a Sec-

ond Language (ESL).  

The EMBA takes business admini-

stration to the next level by en-

hancing the managerial and analyti-

cal skills of Africans in manage-

ment. Topics include entrepreneu-

rial skills, small-business manage-

ment, global business and public-

policy analysis. English as a Second 

Language teaches students how to 

develop skills of listening, speak-

ing, reading and writing.  

Twenty new computers stream 

classes from Africa University’s 

campus through a two-way satellite 

ground station with a dish antenna. 

Distance learning makes education 

more convenient, easy and afford-

able. It brings education to Afri-

can students, who often cannot 

travel outside their countries to 

receive a quality education. 



Electronic Funds Transfer for Giving 

 Giving to the church has gotten 

easier.  By following a few easy 

steps you can now give your pledge 

through electronic funds transfer. 

1. Obtain an authorization form 

from the church office (these 

can be e-mailed to you in PDF 

form for you to print out and 

complete). 

2. Fill in the data for your bank 

account. 

3. Indicate the donation amount, 

date to start and frequency. 

4. Money will transfer to the 

church's general fund, unless 

you indicate that your prefer a 

designated fund such as:  build-

ing fund, memorials, missions, 

etc. 

5. Return the completed form to 

the church in care of the finan-

cial secretary, Tom Black, 

6. Fund transfers will continue 

until you notify the church to 

change or stop. 

  

 

Classes Begin at First UMC 

Wednesday August 26th 

5:30 pm. 

 

Financial Peace University is a life-changing program 

that teaches you how to make the right decisions with 

your money. You'll be empowered with the practical 

skills and confidence needed to achieve your financial 

goals and experience true financial peace!  

Each of the 13 Lessons deals with a different topic 

that will change the way you think about personal 

finance. Dave teaches about how to save money, live on 

a budget, communicate about money, eliminate debt, 

find bargains, and experience the joy of giving.  
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CONNECTIONAL JOY 

AND COMMITMENT 

 

 "I'm a friend and 

companion of all who fear 

you, of those committed 

to living by your rules." 

 

Psalm 119:63 

(The Message) 

D.U.M.P. 

Don't Underestimate My Pick… of res-

taurant is a group interested in meeting 

once a month for fellowship at a local (or 

nearby) restaurant.  They meet the 

forth Friday of each month at 5:30 pm.  

If meeting in Auburn they meet at the 

restaurant.  When traveling out of town, 

the group carpools from the church 

parking lot. 

 

 

Remember 

your pledge 

this summer! 
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September Newsletter Schedule 

Deadline for Submitting Items 

Monday, August 24, 2009 

Please have articles to the church office by 9:00 am 

 

Newsletter Assembly 

Friday, August 28 at 9:30 am 

All Volunteers are welcome 

 

The Lamplight will be available for online viewing on August 28, 2009 

Paper copies will be available at the church August 30th. 

Those not claimed will be mailed August 31st. 

Check out "The Lamplighter" 

online with full color photos and 

graphics at: 

www.auburnneumc.com 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 

Communion Sunday 

3 4 5 

6:30— Paint It 

Priceless 

6 7 1 

8 

9 

Special Music—

Zander Boys 

Food, Inc at the 

Ruth Sokolof 

Theater 

10 11 12 

Faith Formation 

Team—6:30 pm 

13 14 15 

16 

 

Blood Pressure 

Screening—9:30 

17 18 

SPRC—6:00 pm 

19 20 21 22 

23 

 

24 25 26 

Financial Peace 

University—5:30 

Ad. Council—6pm 

Sanctuary Choir—

7pm 

27 28 29 

30 

Sunday School 

Open House—9:30 

 

31 

Gourmet Dinner on 

River Inn Resort 

     

Sunday Worship 

8:30 & 10:45 am 

Sunday School for all ages 

9:30 am 

Weekly Activities 
Mon. 

 10:00 Prayer Shawl Knitting/Crocheting 

Tues. 

9:30  Prayer & Share 

Wed. 

 5:30 Spirit Wave Rehearse 

Thurs 

10:00 Women's Bible Study 

12:00 Ladies' Brown Bag Study 

 8:00 A. A. 

Sat. 

 8:00 A. A. 

 

Garden Work at Lord's Acre— Wednesdays 

and Fridays at 7:30 pm 

 



Worship Times   

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:45 am. 

Sunday School 9:30 am. 

   

Office Hours  

Mon.—Fri. 9:00—12:30 

Auburn First United Methodist Church 
 

Presiding Bishop, Rev. Ann Brookshire Sherer 

District Superintendent, Rev. Randy Sailors 

Pastor, Dr. Frederick Richart 

Secretary, Teresa Fletcher 

First United Methodist Church 

1205 "L" ST 

Auburn NE  68305 

 

(402)274-3329 

Fax:  (402) 274-3385 

We're on the Web 

www.auburnneumc.com 


