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December 

Did you know that during December more people visit churches than any other 
month?  Christ calls us to pay attention to this statistic. We will grow as a congre-
gation as we welcome and make special efforts to enjoy the new people that will 
visit us this season. 

People will visit us as we prepare. 

 So, the first message of our Advent series was all about awe—and 

how awesome God’s love and presence is.   

 On December 6, we’ll learn why traditions are vital for our lives. 

There are strong reasons to gather as God’s people placing can-
dles on the Advent wreath, and celebrations of open commun-
ion—because, we invite everyone and exclude no one.  

 December 13 will center on how active God is in our life transi-

tions; and  

 December 20 will focus on being swept away into newness. 

New:  Expanding to Three Services Christmas Eve  

All this is preparation for the birth of Jesus, and the second chances we have to 
be God’s people.  It is all preparation for the special Christmas Eve services 
planned for our church, at 3, 7, and 11 pm. Details in these gatherings are being 
completed, but the 3pm service is designed for people who will appreciate a joy-
ous brass sound; the 7pm service is more traditional with lessons and carols; the 
11pm service will feature more darkness and light, be calmer, be quieter, -- and 
will include special music with that tone. 

We are adding a service because people have said they would appreciate keep-
ing the two services we have had, and others have said they need something 
fresh and different, more in keeping with their schedules, and in the day time. We 
are adding this service with something else in mind: to give people who do not 
have a church home a good reason to be part of ours. 

Bring a friend 

I encourage you to join me in providing invitations to family, friends and sojourn-
ers to our meaningful Christmas Eve gatherings. This is one of the best times of 
the year to be a vehicle for God’s expanding love in our community. People are 
more open to increasing their lives of faith at this time of year than any other. Be 
part of their transformation—invite a friend. 

 

Peace in this season of refreshment and anticipation! 

Fred 
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Scandinavian Brunch 

A Scandinavian Brunch will be held between services 
from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 6, 2009 in the 
Fellowship hall.  The Brunch will feature the traditional fruit 
soup, coffee cakes and breads, and breakfast casseroles.  

  
Free will offering. 

 

RADICAL HOSPITALITY 

 

"Welcome one another, 

therefore, just as Christ 

has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God." 

(Romans 15:7) 

Happenings  

Deaths 
Christian sympathy is extended to 
the family of Doris Black.  Dorie 
passed away on November 5, 
2009.  Funeral services were held 

on November 13th at First UMC 
with Dr. Fred Richart officiating. 
 
We extend our prayers to the fam-
ily of Mildred Meyer who passed 

away on November 26, 2009.  Dr. 
Fred Richart conducted Mildred’s 
services on November 30th at 
First UMC. 

First United Methodist Church 
Cookie Walk will be Saturday, Dec. 

12th, 9 a.m. in the church li-
brary. We need your donations of 
cookies, candy, and other goodies 
to make this event a success. We 
suggest making at least 3 dozen of 
your favorite holiday cookies. 

Making more? Even better! 
Please have your baked goods at 
the church no later than 8:30, Dec. 
12th. We seem to always have 
early sales! 

Word of mouth is one of the 
best forms of publicity. Talk up the 
cookie walk with your friends and 

family. All their holiday baking can 
be found at the UMC!! 
 

Thanks, 
Sally Smith, Chair 

Cookie Walk 

 3. Bob Hemmingsen 
 4. Angela Bennett 
  Daniel Whisler 
 5. Chuck Comstock 
 6. Doris Bourn 
 9. Nancy Ramsey 
 10. Sharon Randolph 
 11. Harper Shaw  
 12. Joe Darling 
 13. Joanna Lynch 

 17. Cole Custer  
 18. Erin Conner  
 19. Deb Clopton 
 20. Jeremy Custer  
 21. Cameron Stough  
 23. Jim North 
 26. Frank Aue 
  Bobette Guenther  
 27. Kim Beger 
  Dan Lunzmann 

 31. Jeff Fossenbarger 
  Pat Lunzmann 
  Patti Meyer  
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In the Mail 

I would like to express my ap-
preciation to everyone for  under-
standing my absence from the of-
fice while my mother was in the 
hospital.  I also would like to thank 
you all for your kind thoughts and 
prayers.  Thanks to technology I 
was able to receive your expres-
sions during some very tense mo-

ments.  I am truly blessed to work 
and be a part of this family of faith.   

 
Peace, 

Teresa Fletcher 
 
We would like to thank the 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Ladies for 
the beautiful prayer shawl they 

made for us.  Our son, Curtis, 
would also like to thank the ladies 
for the prayer scarf they made and 
sent to him in Iraq.  We appreciate 
your thoughts and prayers and may 
God bless you. 

Thank you, 
Linda, Frank, Curtis Aue 

 

The church is currently looking 
for addresses of members we have 
lost track of.  Most missing ad-
dresses are twenty-something's 
who have begun their adult lives or 
college students who are living on 
or off campus.   

We would like to continue com-
municating with these members.  
Also, as the Hospitality Team pre-

pares to send care packages, we 
wish to include everyone—trade 
school, community college, or un-
dergraduate. 

Do you have and address for 
any of the following?: 

 
Kathy (Bysfield) Adams 

Caitlain Bantam 
Brent Cole 

Kendall Comstock 
Alexis Comstock 
Whitney Farris 
Jordan Garver 
Jacy Garver 

Walter & Lynette McCrosky 
Erin (Bantam) Noland 

Reese Whisler 
Trenton Whisler 

Missing Addresses 

VITAL FAITH 

FORMATION AND 

PRAYER 

 

"They devoted themselves 

to the apostles' teaching 

and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and 

prayers." 

Acts 2:42 

Children and Youth Christmas Program 

December 6, 2009 

At 10:45 am Worship 

 

(Dress rehearsal:  Saturday Dec. 5th at 8:30 am.) 



Want to grow up spiritually?  Join our 
weekly, one hour Advent study, ―Do Not Live 
Afraid‖ by John Indermark.  Comments and con-
nections can appear in person at 6 pm on 
Wednesdays and online through our church 
website at www.auburne.umc.  So become a 
Facebook Fan and join us. 
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Advent Book Study 

Children and Youth Faith Formation 

The Christmas Program is un-
derway.  There are 22 youth par-
ticipating.  Thank you to Erin Con-
ner for directing the play.  She 
would like to THANK Susan 
Stough, Lori Henderson, and Mary 
Comstock for helping.  Laurie 
Schulte is working with the children 
to learn the music for the program.  
―I appreciate their help‖, Erin says.  
The program is December 6th with 
the dress rehearsal being Decem-
ber 5th at 8:30 am in the church 
sanctuary. 

The Youth group had a Hallow-
een party.  They are planning to 
visit Long Creek on December 9th, 

Bake Cookies on December 6th, 
and have a Lock In on February 
19th.  If you would like additional 
information about other upcoming 
events contact Michelle Custer, 
Deb Clopton, or Trish Hathaway. 

The children presented music 
and puppets at the end of October 
and first part of November.  Thank 
you to Brent Comstock for directing 
the music.  He had assistance from 
Kerri Comstock, Michelle Custer, 
and Laurie Schulte. 

The ―Financial Peace‖ class 
concluded and we are looking at 
other educational classes for 
Wednesday nights. 

Sunday School enrollment has 
increased.  Thank you to all of the 
Teachers for their time and the 
faith formation education they pro-
vide.  We will need to replace the 
4th – 6th grade teacher for the fall 
session next year.  Please be sure 
to thank Gina for the many years 
she has instructed our youth! 

It is time to start thinking about 
Sunday School during the summer.  
If anyone has suggestions, please 
contact the church office or myself. 

 

Thank You  
Amy Conner 

Prayer Chain 

To start the prayer chain dur-
ing office hours, call the church 
office at 274-3329 or e-mail your 
request to  

aubunumc@windstream.net 
Office hours are from 9-3 Monday 
through Friday.  After hours you 
may contact ONE of the following 
to have your request passed to 
the members of the prayer chain. 

 Trudy Peaslee 
 grammyboo3@gmail.com 
 274-4536 
 Arlene Whisler 
 aw03712@windstream.net 
 274-7634 
 Carol Ehmke 
 carolehmke@hotmail.com 
 Susan Kruse 
 susankruse07@yahoo.com  
 

 Midge Mason 
 274-4257 

If you do not have e-mail and 
would like to be a part of the 
prayer chain ministry, please con-
tact Jeannine Crotty.  She will re-
ceive requests by e-mail and call 
those who do not have internet or  
e-mail access. 

 

 

January/February, 2010 

Upper Room and Alive Now 
Devotionals are available.  

Pick up copies for yourself 

and a friend. 

http://www.auburnneumc.com/
mailto:aubunumc@windstream.net


 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

3:00 pm.— Worship with Brass Ensemble, Carols, and Candles 

7:00 pm. – Traditional Worship with Lesson and Carols 

11:00 pm.—Eclectic:  Vespers, Folk and Acoustic 
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Spirit Wave 

Spirit Wave CDs are now avail-
able from the church office for 
$15.00 each.  Signed copies can 
be arranged.  For each CD pur-
chased, $1.50 will be given to the 
church designated for the Mission 
Share obligation.  After the cost of 
production, the remaining monies 
will be used to either front the 
cost of a Christmas CD or be 
used to enhance the sound sys-
tem in the sanctuary.  How well 
these CDs sell will determine 

whether we return to the studio to 
record some holiday music. 

We would like to again thank 
everyone who helped make pro-
duction possible.  First, to our ac-
companist and friend, Laurie 
Schulte.  There is no way to thank 
you enough.  We also thank those 
who supported us financially, in-
side and outside the group.  A big 
thank you to Kim Beger and her 
helpers for the delicious reception 
following our concert.  We also 

offer our gratitude to Dr. Fred for 
his encouragement and support.  
For their artistic contributions we 
thank Nancy Davis, cover art; 
Roger Fletcher, ―Because He 
Lives‖ arranger; and Chris 
Schimmel, drums.  Lastly, we 
thank all our friends who offer 
their inspiration to us every time 
we perform.  We do all this for 
you and for our God, who is the 
true source of all our gifts. 

Debbie, Marty, Dave, & Teresa  

HEARTWARMING 

WORSHIP  

 

"How lovely is your 

dwelling place, O Lord of 

hosts!  My soul longs, 

indeed it faints for the 

courts of the Lord." 

Psalm 84:1-2 

December Choir Schedule 

December 6 

 No Choir 

 

December 13 

 8:30 & 10:45—”Peace, Peace, Peace” 

 Teresa Fletcher, director 

 4:00 pm.—Caroling and Christmas 

Party (meet at the church to go car-

oling then to the parsonage for our 

annual Christmas party.) 

December 20 

 10:45 am.—Carol Ehmke, director 

 

December 27 

 No Choir Scheduled—special music 

volunteers welcome. 

 

 

 

 



 

Annual Christmas Matins Schedule for Men and Boys 

Over the last 6 months, 
the Mission Team col-
lected 28 pairs of 
glasses with cases, 
along with a soft-sided 
suitcase to hold 
them.   They will be de-
livered to Dr. John Crotty 

for use in his next mis-
sion trip to a Central or 
South American coun-
try.  If you have an old 
pair of glasses to donate, 
place them in the googly-
eye basket in the church 
south entry way. 
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Saturday and Sunday 

 

December 5 & 6 

 

 

5:00—8:00 pm. 

 

4-Building in Auburn 

RISK TAKING MISSION 

AND JUSTICE WORK 

 

"Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it for one of the 

least of these who are 

members of my family, 

you did it to me." 

Matthew 25:40 

The Auburn Community Builders Club is sponsor-
ing the Annual Christmas Matins for Men & Boys.  
These early morning matins services are held at 7:30 
am each morning the week of December 14 through 
December 19, 2009. Each morning service is at a dif-
ferent church in Auburn.  The service is only 20 min-
utes in length to allow boys to get to school and men 
to get to work by 8 o’clock. 

The matins will be held as follows: 

 Mon. Trinity Lutheran Church 
 Tues. St. Joseph Catholic Church 
 Wed. St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 Thurs. First Presbyterian Church 
 Fri. Auburn Christian Church 
 Sat. First United Methodist Church 

Mission Eyeglass Collection Update 

3rd Annual Nemaha County Gives Back 

“A Winter Festival” 

Entertainment Group Performances: 

Chile, Potato, and Chicken Noodle 

Soups, Relished, Desserts and 

Drinks will be served! 

Free Will offering. 

Saturday 

5:30—Spirit Wave—

Auburn 

6:00—St. Joseph Catho-

lic Church Choir—

Auburn 

6:30—Auction 

7:00—Sum Guise—Auburn 

7:30—Military Tribute 

and Dale Thomas 

Sunday 

5:30—Brent Comstock—

Auburn 

6:00—Cross Walk 

(Hickory Grove Lu-

theran Church—

Johnson) 

6:30—Auction 

7:00—Good Intentions—

Johnson 

7:30—Military Tribute 

and Dale Thomas 

Christmas tree and wreath auction to raise funds for 

SENCA, SENDS, and the elderly to help them provide 

food baskets, toys/gifts/ and warm clothing for their 

families in Nemaha County. 
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GRACIOUS GENEROSITY 

 

"You will be enriched in 

every way for your great 

generosity" 

2 Corinthians 9:11 

Mission Share Update 

Green Team 

Green Your Holidays 

Americans spent $2.7 billion every 
year on gift wrap.  One easy way to 
green your holidays is to stop buy-
ing non-recyclable wrapping paper 
printed with petroleum-based inks 
and dyes.  Use gift wrap made from 
recycled paper—or better yet use 
materials you have around your 
home—comic pages for the clown 
in your family; market reports for 
the businessman; or maybe the 
pages of a sports magazine for the 
athlete.  Another alternative to gift 

bags—a reusable shopping bag 
(there are still bags with the church 
logo available for $3.00 each). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  ―Go Green, Live Rich‖ 

David Bach 

Food Coop December  

order schedule: 

 

Orders taken from December 6-11, 
2009.  View the online catalog at 
www.nebraskafood.org then e-mail 
your order to 

aumccoop@gmail.com or call the 
church office).  Delivery date:  De-
cember 17, 2009. 

We’d ALL SAVE $2.6 billion by 
getting creative wrapping each 
year. 

 

We’d ALL SAVE 300,000 trees 
by buying recycled cards, too. 

There will be a couple December 
fundraisers to help us achieve our goal 
of 100% payment of 2009 Mission 
Share.  The spreadsheet below shows 
our progress through November 29th.  
Mark your calendars for the following 
events: 

Silent Auction:  Currently running 
through December 13th.  Items are on 

display in the library for viewing and bid-
ding.  Contact the church office with 
questions. 

Swedish Brunch—Sunday, Dec. 
6th between worship services.  Free will 
offering. 

Cookie Walk—Saturday, Dec. 13th at 
9 am.  Donations of cookies accepted. 

Mission Shares (APPORTIONMENTS): last update: 11/25/09

for 2009 pd thru 10/31 Pd 11/25 pd thru 11/25 Remainder

Leadership Ministry $8,917.49 $3,211.12 $1,797.19 $5,008.31 $3,909.18

Episcopal Fund $781.37 $65.01 $716.36 $716.36 $0.00

General Adm Fund $320.54 $26.71 $293.83 $293.83 $0.00

interdenominational Fund $77.54 $6.46 $71.08 $71.08 $0.00

World Service $2,876.62 $239.74 $2,636.88 $2,636.88 $0.00

African University $88.83 $7.40 $81.43 $81.43 $0.00

Black Colleges $396.93 $33.08 $363.85 $363.85 $0.00

Ministerial Ed Fund $994.92 $82.91 $912.01 $912.01 $0.00

Jurisdictional Ministries $216.68 $18.06 $198.62 $198.62 $0.00

Conference Ministries $7,282.73 $606.89 $0.00 $606.89 $6,675.84

Support & Resource Ministries $8,583.37 $715.28 $0.00 $715.28 $7,868.09

Conference Camp Asking $351.00 $351.00 $0.00 $351.00 $0.00

District Programming Fund $1,047.00 $1,047.00 $0.00 $1,047.00 $0.00

Youth Service Fund $15.00 $15.00 $0.00 $15.00 $0.00

$31,950.02 $6,425.66 $7,071.25 $13,017.54 $18,453.11

http://www.nebraskafood.org
mailto:aumccoop@gmail.com
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CONNECTIONAL JOY 

AND COMMITMENT 

 

 "I'm a friend and 

companion of all who fear 

you, of those committed 

to living by your rules." 

 

Psalm 119:63 

(The Message) 

From the Kitchen 

We are looking for a few 
pretty glass or silver (no sterling) 
trays that you no longer use to 
replace the large orange trays 
used for the meat and cheeses 
at funeral lunches.  If you have 
one you would like to donate, 
please leave it in the kitchen.  
Thank you! 

 
If you have brought food do-

nations to the church for funeral 
lunches or any of the other occa-
sions we serve meals here, it’s 
time to pick up your dishes.  
Please check the kitchen for 
plates, pans, bowls and other 
serving items you have brought 
your food donations in.  Thank 
you.  

Can We Learn to 
Celebrate Giving? 

 
I  had the great joy of returning to 

one of my former pastorates recently. 
When the pastor said, ―It’s time for the 
offering,‖ people started cheering. 
―Yea! Great! All right!‖ THAT was a 
surprise.    

I leaned over to my neighbor and 
said, ―Are they cheering for the offer-
ing? I don’t think I have ever seen that. 
I’m SURE I never saw that when I was 
the pastor here.‖ That is exactly what 
was happening! 

I grew up in a traditional worship 
style where a shouted ―Amen!‖ would 
have required performing CPR on a 

traditional soul. My first congregation 
taught me the joy of engaging in wor-
ship. However, never had I heard any-
one cheer when the preacher said it 
was time for the offering. 

I liked it. The offering is the true 
high point of worship – the time when 
we have the great privilege of showing 
our gratitude and dedication to God. 
While I am sure some people think it 
may be irreverent to cheer at the an-
nouncement of the offering, I believe it 
is the right response.  

What would it be like if cheering for 
the offering spread across our denomi-
nation? If churches – even for just one 
Sunday – would let out a respectful 
cheer when the pastor said, ―It’s now 

time to share our tithes and offerings‖? 
Somehow, as beneficiaries of Christ’s 
gifts, we must be grateful, generous 
and joyful givers. When it is time for 
the offering, let’s find a way to cele-
brate. 

One of our connectional giving 
opportunities—the General Administra-
tion Fund—may not have the catchiest 
name. However, it enables amazing 
things—financial accountability for our 
church, the quadrennial General Con-
ference where key decisions are made 
and much, much more. Let’s celebrate 
and give generously. 

 
--Adapted from article by the Rev. Dr. Mary John Dye,  

Statesville District superintendent,  

Mission Share Spotlight—General Administration Fund 

Once again, luminaries will adorn the 

sidewalks and entrances of the 

church on Christmas Eve.  Please 

bring your rinsed one gallon milk con-

tainers to the church—no lids please 

U. M. Women 

November Meeting 

  

 December 2 1:30 pm. 

  

 Program Kathy Grant 

 Committee Eileen Rhoades 

  Jeannine Crotty 

Morning Book Study 

 

December 16  8:30 am 

***Family Connection*** 

(new location) 

 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

6 pm Administra-

tive Council 

 

2 

1:30 pm.—UMW  

5—Children’s Christ-

mas Program 

6—Advent Study 

7—Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

3 

9:30 am Women's 

Study 

12 noon  Brown 

Bag 

8 pm      A. A. 

4 5 

 

5-8 Nemaha 

County Gives Back 

At 4-H Building 

8 pm   A. A. 

6  2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

9:30—

Scandanavian 

Brunch 

Children’s Christ-

mas Program 

featured at 

10:45 worship 

7 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

8 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

9 

 

1:30—Communion 

at Long’s Creek 

6 pm—Advent 

Study 

 

7 pm—Sanctuary 

Choir Rehearse 

10 

9:30 am Women's 

Study 

              Parenting 

Group 

12 noon  Brown 

Bag 

5:30 DUMP at 

Arbor 

Manor 

8 pm      A. A. 

11 12 

 

 

8 pm.   A. A. 

13  3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

 

 

14 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

15 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

 

6 pm—S/PRC 

16 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

8:30 am  UMW 

Book Study at 

Family Connection 

17 

9:30 am Women's 

Study 

              Parenting 

Group 

12 noon  Brown 

Bag 

8 pm      A. A. 

18 19 

 

 

8 pm.   A. A. 

20  4th Sunday of 

Advent 

 

21 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

22 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

23 

9:30 am Assemble 

Newsletter 

 
 

24 

Christmas Eve 

Worship 

3 pm 

7 pm 

11 pm 

 

25 

 

Christmas Day 

Office Closed 

26 

7:30 am  UMM at 

Family Connection 

 

 

8 pm.   A. A. 

27  1st Sunday of 

Christmas 

 

28 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

29 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

30 

New Year’s Eve 
Jan. 1, 2010 

New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

  

Sunday Worship 

8:30 & 10:45 am 

Sunday School for all ages 

9:30 am 



Worship Times   

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:45 am. 

Sunday School 9:30 am. 

Office Hours  

Mon.—Fri. 9:00—12:30 

 1:30—3:00  

Auburn First United Methodist Church 
 

Presiding Bishop, Rev. Ann Brookshire Sherer 

District Superintendent, Rev. Randy Sailors 

Pastor, Dr. Frederick Richart 

Secretary, Teresa Fletcher 

First United Methodist Church 

1205 "L" ST 

Auburn NE  68305 

 

(402)274-3329 

Fax:  (402) 274-3385 

We're on the Web 

www.auburnneumc.com 

http://www.auburnneumc.com/

