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What's Goin' On?  

¶ Vacation Bible 

SchoolñJuly 13 -

17, 6-8 pm at St. 

Paul Lutheran 

¶ Pool PartyñJuly 

17, 8:30ñ10:30 

pm at the Auburn 

Municipal Pool 
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The Man Behind the Counter  

Annual Conference this year was focused on one particular mission for local 

churches: Radical Hospitality. Through this single phrase, everything we did, 

learned and noticed contained this thread. By the end of the four day conference, 

the 600+ laity and clergy were starting to òrethinkó church. 

We were asked to wonder: What would it mean to be a people who were willing and 

eager to step toward radical hospitality? Bishop Robert Schnaze of Missouri told 

us it could be done anywhere ñeven at the check in line of an auto rental company.  

The story went something like this: Bishop Schnaze was in line to rent a car at an 

airport in Texas. The gentleman behind responded to a question by the Bishop, 

òHow are things going?ó with a story about his recent marriage and the church at 

which it occurred. It was fine for the wedding, but they were wanting something 

else in a church ñlively music and encouraging words to live by. A conversation en-

sued about churches in general and how important music is, and how difficult it is 

to find a place for newlyweds who love music but have only so much time. Bishop 

Schnaze, who never did reveal his identity or position to the man behind the 

counter, wrote the names of two churches on a piece of paper. òI think you might 

give these churches a try. They have just what youõre looking for.ó And then he 

mentioned the name of one of the churches. At that moment, the supervisor came 

out of his office and said, òhey, thatõs my church.ó And so the bishop introduced 

the two men to each other, and invited them to continue their conversation.  

Radical Hospitality means offering something extraordinary in an ordinary way ñnot 

by demanding, and being òholier than thouó but by modeling and offering a little 

guidance toward the Way of Life.  

Auburn UMC is a place where Christ is visible through our worship and our lives to-

gether in the loving mission of Christ. As we grow together, I invite you to offer 

guidance, in simple ways of invitation, to those neighbors, friends, and folks you 

donõt even know. 

It can take place at a car rental counter. It can even take place in your town. Invite 

someone to church when the opportunity is presented. The rewards are great!  

 

Peace and Grace 

Fred  

Pastor's Paragraph  
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Red Cross Bloodmobile Canteen  

The American Red Cross Bloodmo-

bile will be in Auburn, July 20 & 

21.  Our church will be serving by 

providing the Canteen during their 

visit.   

Canteen volunteers provide sup-

port and a helping hand to those 

who have just given blood.  Sign -up 

sheets are in the library on the 

table against the south wall of the 

library for sandwiches, cookies, 

and workers.   

Linda Warren, chair  

402 -740 -8875  

 

Want to schedule an appointment 

to donate blood?  Call      1 -800 -

GIVE-LIFE (1 -800 -448 -3543), 

option 1 

 2.  Kierra Meyer  

  Steve Schulte  

 3.  Ellis Clopton  

  Dorrie Heronimus  

 5.  Gina Long 

  Darcy Lunzmann  

 6.  Dennis Bantz  

 7.  Louan Beard  

  Trudy Peaslee  

 8.  Hannah Jones  

  Evelyn West  

 9.  Dustin Meyer  

 10.  Jenny Whisler  

 11.  Jeff Lynch  

  Sara Wright  

 14.  Tony Curttright  

 15.  Phyllis Hemmingse n 

 16.  Dave Fletcher  

 19.  Joline Yager  

 20.  Jim Beard  

  Derek Hemmingsen  

  Marylyn Schneider  

 22.  Kris Farris  

  Doug Glenn 

 23.  Amanda Meyer  

 24.  Madison Meade  

 27.  Amy (Burgert) Taylor  

 30.  Kathy Ensz  

 31.  Jerry Chubick  

RADICAL HOSPITALITY  

 

"Welcome one another, 

therefore, just as Christ 

has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God."  

(Romans 15:7)  

Graduation Breakfast serves 4 members of 

the class of 2009 and their families on May 

17, 2009  

Refreshment Hour  

Hospitality Circle needs help preparing food for the 

Sunday morning coffee hour.  

 Could you make a coffee cake, muffins, or buy donuts?  

There is a sign up sheet on the table against the south 

wall of the library  or call Linda Warren 402 -740 -

8875.  

 

Thanks to Lori 

Henderson for 

taking care of this 

all last winter.  

Please report the names of those 

missing from the birthday calen-

dar to the church office.  
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Spirit Wave  

Spirit Wave will soon release their first CD.  The master has been produced and deliv-

ered to us.  We are now waiting on responses from a couple of the publishing compa-

nies regarding royalties.  As soon as that is finalized we can send the master to be 

mass produced.  Currently we are planning to release 500 copies at $15.00 each.  We 

will soon plan a release concert/party to celebrate our work.  The group also plans to 

participate at the Auburn Gospel Fest and the 50th Anniversary Celebration of Camp 

Fontanelle, both in September.  As our schedules permit will welcome invitations to 

sing for church services and other events.  Contact Teresa Fletcher if to book. ñ

402.414.1215 

In The Mail  

Thank you once again for allowing us to 

use the church basement last week for 

the expedited Family Group Confer-

ence, especially on such short notice.  

Jan O'Brien  
Family Group Conference Coordinator  

First United Methodist Church,  

Thank you so much for the scholarship.  

It will help out a lot as I get started at 

Wesleyan in the fall.  

Lauren Fletcher  

Dear FUMC, 

Thank you so much for everything!  

From the years of support, for the 

Senior Breakfast, and also for the 300 

dollar scholarship.  You've all shaped 

and molded me to various degrees into 

the person I am now, and there is no 

greater gift to receive than that.  

In Christ,  

Alex Chase 

I would like to thank all involved in 

choosing me for the Christian Leader-

ship Scholarship. I will be attending 

Southeast Community College Learning 

Visual Publications. Following the fel-

lowship and Christian faith I hope I 

can inspire others as I continue grow in 

my faith.  

Again Thank you,  

K. Philip Monfelt  

HEARTWARMING 

WORSHIP and PRAYER  

 

"How lovely is your 

dwelling place, O Lord of 

hosts!  My soul longs, 

indeed it faints for the 

courts of the Lord."  

Psalm 84:1 - 2 

Marty Fattig in the recording 

studio with Spirit Wave.  

The Custer family will join First 

UMC on July 5  

Summer Music Schedule  

The schedule for special music in July is:  

July 5   Openñvolunteers welcome  

July 12   Evelyn Heskett  

July 19   Vacation Bible School  

July 26   Kerri Comstock  

The sign up sheet to volunteer is on the table against the south wall in the li-

brary.  Only a few dates remain.  
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Camp E.D.G.E. ñtheme for Vacation Bible School  

Vital Faith Formation  

Cokesbury's CAMP 

E.D.G.E. Vacation Bible 

School 2009 takes chil-

dren to an extreme ad-

venture camp where they 

Experience and Discover 

God Everywhere! CAMP 

E.D.G.E. VBS is not your 

typical stroll through the 

woods. It's an action -

packed, adrenaline -filled 

expedition that teaches 

kids their strength and 

might come from God. 

Through rockin' contem-

porary music, larger -than

-life recreation games, 

mind-boggling science 

activities, extreme 

sports videos, and cool, 

challenging crafts, you'll 

show your kids how to live 

on the E.D.G.E. in their 

faith. CAMP E.D.G.E. VBS 

2009 Daily E.D.G.E. 

Pledges: 

¶ God is with me. I will 

stay close to God.  

¶ God guides me. I will 

follow.  

¶ God teaches me. I will 

learn. 

¶ God loves me. I will 

love God and others.  
¶ God sends me. I will 

go. 

Registrations are now 

being accepted and can 

be found on the south 

table in the library or 

contact the church of-

fice.  

The Children's Faith Formation 

team has been planning and orga-

nizing the following opportunities 

for our children and youth.  

Confirmation Weekend ñJanuary 

8th - 10th at Camp Fontanelle for 

parents AND children of 6, 7, and 

8th grades  

Acolyte Training and Mentoring 
Programñ  The robes need to be 

washed and some of them need to 

be resized.  If you are interested 

in washing or resizing, contact Amy 

please. 

Summer Sunday School ñTHANK 

YOU to Kim Beger, Tracie Reyes, 

Shelia Mayfield, Debbie Meyer, 

Sherry Black, Mary Comstock, and 

Susan Kruse for teaching summer 

Sunday School this summer!!  

Teachers are still needed to com-

plete the summer schedule ñplease 

see the above article for details.  

2009 - 2010 School Year ñTHANK 

YOU to Cloptons and Custers for 

volunteering to be Youth Group 

Leaders!! 

 We are still in need of a teacher 

for the 1st - 3rd graders for the 

regular Sunday School Room.  

PLEASE volunteer.  

  

VITAL FAITH 

FORMATION AND 

PRAYER 

 

"They devoted themselves 

to the apostles' teaching 

and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and 

prayers."  

Acts 2:42  

Sparks will be the host of 

the 2009 Vacation Bible 

School "Camp Edge" 

Summer Sunday School  

Sunday School teachers are needed for the following classes on the dates listed.  

If you can help, please contact the church office or Amy Conner.  Curriculum is 

provided.  

Pre-K:   July 5, 12, 19, 26, Aug. 9, 16  

1-3rd:    Aug. 2, 9, 16  

4-6th:    July 5, 12, 19, 26, Aug 2  

High:     July 19, 26  



To start 

the prayer 

chain during 

office 

hours, call 

the church 

office at 

274 -3329 or e -mail your 

request to  

aubunumc@windstream.net 

Office hours are from 9

-3 Monday through Fri-

day.  After hours you 

may contact ONE of the 

following to have your 

request passed to the 

members of the prayer 

chain. 

¶ Trudy Peaslee 

grammyboo3@gmail.com 

274 -4536  

¶ Arlene Whisler  

aw03712@alltel.net  

274 -7634  

¶ Carol Ehmke 

carolehmke@hotmail.com 

¶ Susan Kruse 

susankruse07@yahoo.com  

¶ Midge Mason 

274 -4257  

If you do not have e -

mail and would like to be 

a part of the prayer 

chain ministry, please 

contact Jeannine 

Crotty.  She will receive 

requests by e -mail and 

call those who do not 

have internet or e -mail 

access. 
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Prayer Chain  

Youth Mission Trip  

Three youth and three adults 

spent the week of June 6 -12 in 

the Houston, Texas area.  While 

there the team offered assis-

tance to Boys & Girls Country, a 

Christian Home, providing children 

from families in crisis with love, 

security, a sense of self worth 

and opportunities to prepare them 

for a successful life.   

During their visit the mission 

group cleaned many areas of the 

facilities:  the community center, 

the walk -in freezer, the adminis-

trative offices, and the library.  

They also took a little time off to 

have some fun, a day at Splash-

town and a day at Galveston.  On 

Sunday, July 12th the team will 

present their trip to the congre-

gation. 

RISK TAKING MISSION 

AND JUSTICE WORK  

 

"Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it for one of the 

least of these who are 

members of my family, 

you did it to me."  

Matthew 25:40  

Have you seen this book?  It 

is missing from the UMW 

books and needs to be re-

turned to the Resource Cen-

ter by July 3.   

Green Team  

First UMC will soon have a table at the 

Farmer's Market.  We will be selling 

produce from the community garden, 

"Lord's Acre" and will also accept dona-

tions of extra vegetables and fruits  

from your gardens and orchards.  Pro-

ceeds are going to the gardens and mis-

sion team.  We will also offer coupons to 

be distributed to families in need.  

Volunteers Needed  

1. Weeders and other help needed at 

"Lord's Acre" (north of Needle's 

Eye).  Can come anytime. 

2. We will need volunteers to sit at the 

Farmer's Market Saturday morn-

ings.  Contact the office or Kim Be-

ger to help.  

Teresa, Tom, Sherry, Lauren, Kerri & Brent at 

the entrance to Boys & Girls Country.  

mailto:aubunumc@windstream.net
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Haiti Volunteers in Missions  

From September 4 -14 a VIM 

(Volunteers in Mission Team) will be 

visiting the small village of Source 

Philipe on the island of La Gonâve off 

the coast of Haiti.   

This mountainous island with a popu-

lation of 100,000 is only accessible 

by a 2 hour boat ride.  La Gonâve is 

one of the most economically de-

prived regions within a country con-

sidered the poorest in the Western 

Hemisphere where the average an-

nual income for a family is less than 

$440. The 40 mile island province is 

a rocky, dusty place with virtually no 

roads.  

The visiting mission team will help 

with a new water well and/or improve 

the village pier and help in the local 

church clinic.  More importantly, they 

will listen, learn and spread Christ's 

love. 

This trip will cost about $1400 per 

person, which includes food, lodging, 

transportation and construction ma-

terials.  Each member has paid their 

own airfare.  The team still needs 

between $4,000 and $5,000.  

On Sunday, July 12 the youth mission 

team will be taking a special offering 

to help the Haiti team meet their 

goals.  Contact Tom Black or Pastor 

Fred if you have questions or would 

like to donate to this project.  

Map of Haiti and the island of La 

Gonâve. 

Current Collections  

SENCA Food 

Pantry  

Collection  

Place donations in the 

shopping cart in the 

library.  

This month feed hun-

gry kids home from 

school:  mac & cheese, 

peanut butter, jelly, 

cereal, etc.  

 

Mile of Pennies Collection For  

Total to Date:  $211.44  

Amount needed:  $ 844.80  



 

 

GRACIOUS GENEROSITY  

 

"You will be enriched in 

every way for your great 

generosity"  

2 Corinthians 9:11  

Mission Share  

A telephone call to our conference 

office beckoned me to see Jesus 

Christ about his mighty work. 

òCould a boy come to the bishopõs 

confirmation retreat without a 

signed permission slip from his 

mother?ó asked the boyõs pastor. 

The boy and his pastor had spent 

the entire day looking for his 

mother by driving up and down the 

avenue where all the cheap motels 

in their city are found. They did 

not find her, so there was no one to 

sign his confirmation retreat form. 

Could he come anyway?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I arrived at that retreat, I 

saw him immediately, this boy with 

golden hair and white skin ñwith 

rotten teeth, weathered skin and 

an untrusting look in his eyes. Dur-

ing one meal I sat with him. He had 

lived in poverty all of his life. He 

had never known his father, and his 

mother is a drug addict. He had 

been reared by his grandparents, 

but his grandfather had died some 

years ago, and he had buried his 

grandmother just days before, 

leaving him with no family. I was so 

moved by this boyõs story that I 

found myself wanting to take him 

home, but someone had already 

done that.  

Two young people, a brother and a 

sister from one of our United 

Methodist churches, had convinced 

their family to take him in for was 

this not what Jesus would expect 

of them? What an amazing hope 

beyond ourselves; Jesus who stirs 

within us that holy desire to do 

that which is good out of love for  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God and love for others.  

When we pay the World Service 

Fund 100 percent, our gifts ñ

combined with those of other 

United Methodists ñrepresent the 

heart, hands and hope of Jesus 

Christ, engaging in ministry with 

the poor wherever they are. Thank 

you! 

-- Adapted from a General Confer-
ence sermon òA Hope Beyond Our-

selvesó by Bishop Minerva  G.     
Carcaño, Phoenix Area  

Source:  umcgiving.org  

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaña 
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What Is Connectional Giving?  

Itõs as simple as people coming to-

gether, combining their money to 

accomplish something bigger than 

themselves. United Methodists sup-

port apportioned and designated 

funds through their connectional 

gifts.  

The General Conference establishes 

budgets for the denominationõs gen-

eral funds. These are divided among 

annual conferences, based on a spe-

cific formula. Each annual confer-

ence, using its own approved for-

mula, divides these fund requests, 

along with conference administra-

tive and benevolence fund requests, 

among local churches. In addition, 

individuals, local churches, districts 

and annual conferences may make 

monetary gifts to the designated 

funds, of which 100 percent goes 

directly to a specific project or 

ministry. Together, apportioned and 

designated funds represent our 

connectional giving.  

By combining several smaller gifts 

into a larger amount, we can effect 

change across the world. Individual 

churches can minister to a small 

area; however, as a connectional 

church, we can do big things, all in 

the name of Jesus Christ.  

Source:  umcgiving.org  
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Lawn Mowing Schedule  

DUMP 

Thank you to the following volunteers who have agreed to mow the church 

lawn. 

 July 5  Grant  

 July 12  McMann/Beger  

 July 19  Ted Yager  

 July 26  Dan Snyder  

Please mow the Friday or Saturday before the date listed.  Please check with 

the church in the event of weddings or funerals that may be taking place.  

Also, it is always appreciated when you trim and then sweep the sidewalks 

clear of clippings.   

 

 

Don't Underestimate My Pické of restaurant is a group interested in meeting 

once a month for fellowship at a local (or nearby) restaurant.  They meet the 

forth Friday of each month at 5:30 pm.  If meeting in Auburn they meet at 

the restaurant.  When traveling out of town, the group carpools from the 

church parking lot.  

July DUMP location  

Great Wall Restaurant ñAuburn  

July 24, 2009  

CONNECTIONAL JOY 

AND COMMITMENT  

 

 "I'm a friend and 

companion of all who fear 

you, of those committed 

to living by your rules."  

 

Psalm 119:63  

(The Message)  

What If "Church" Were a Verb?  

In order to help us understand the 

ways of the world and to be able to 

better present the gospel of God's 

love, Kathryn Witte will be with us on 

August 30 from 1 -5 pm.  Kathryn, Di-

rector of Nebraska U. M. Conference 

Communications will provide informa-

tion and inspiration concerning the 

"Rethink Church" model of the United 

Methodist Church.  The campaign 

seeks to offer the church, not as a 

place to come to and stay within, but 

as a base of operation for expressing 

faith by moving out into communities 

and around the globe to become part 

of Godõs plan for world transforma-

tion.  You can learn more at  

rethinkchurch.org  and at  

10thousanddoors.org .   

Not satisfied with how you are 

now receiving your copy of the 

"Lamplighter"?  Call the office to 

changeñ274 -3329  
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Yay!!! 

You're In-

vited to the 

Pool Party!  

http://www.rethinkchurch.org/
http://www.10thousanddoors.org


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

   1 

 

6:30 pmñGreen 

Team Meeting at 

Lord's Acre  

2 3 

Office closed for 

Independence Day  

4 

 

 

 

Independence  

Day 

5 

 

Communion Sunday 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 

 

Newsletter Dead-

line 

20 

 

Bloodmobile Can-

teen  

21 

 

Bloodmobile Can-

teen  

6:30 pm SPRC 

22 

 

6:00 pm. Adminis-

trative Council  

23 24 

9:30 am Assemble 

Newsletter  

5:30 pm  DUMP at 

Great Wall ñ

Auburn  

25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Sunday Worship  

8:30 & 10:45 am  

Sunday School for all ages  

9:30 am  

Weekly Activities  
Mon. 

 10:00 Prayer Shawl Knitting/Crocheting  

Tues. 

9:30 Prayer & Share  

Thurs  

10:00 Women's Bible Study  

12:00 Ladies' Brown Bag Study  

 8:00  A. A. 

Sat.  

 8:00  A. A. 

 



Worship Times   

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:45 am.  

Sunday School 9:30 am.  

   

Office Hours  

Mon.ñFri. 9:00 ñ12:30 

Auburn First United Methodist Church  
 

Presiding Bishop, Rev. Ann Brookshire Sherer  

District Superintendent, Rev. Randy Sailors  

Pastor, Dr. Frederick Richart  

Secretary, Teresa Fletcher  

First United Methodist Church  

1205 "L" ST  

Auburn NE  68305  

 

(402)274 -3329  

Fax:  (402) 274 -3385  

We're on the Web  

www.auburnneumc.com 


