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Enough: Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity 

Stress. Anxiety. Fear. These words capture well the state of mind of many of 

us in America today. We have witnessed dramatic market losses, the collapse of the 

world’s largest insurance company, and many bankruptcies and mergers. In Auburn, 

we’re experiencing the loss of the cabinet manufacturing plant—and that means 171 

jobs. Every day seems to bring another piece of economic uncertainty. 

A recent survey found that over three in four Americans are stressed about 

the economy and their personal finances. Half were worried about providing for their 

family’s basic needs. Over half of respondents reported feeling angry and irritable, 

and reported lying awake at night worried about this. The report concludes that, 

―The declining state of the nation’s economy is taking a physical and emotional toll on 

people nationwide.‖1    

We’re just concluding a sermon series that addresses these issues and the 

stress they cause. Called Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity, 

we have explored what the Bible teaches us about financial management. Our nation 

is experiencing what many have described as the ―American Nightmare.‖ Increasing 

consumer debt, declines in savings, lower income growth, and a volatile stock market 

are all a part of our economic insecurity. We have lived in a society that tells us ―you 

deserve it now,‖ whether or not we can afford it or really even need it 

 All of us have struggled with these issues at one time or another. They are 

important issues that we cannot ignore. We’ve heard expert advice and stories about 

what others have learned by working through financial challenges. Each week we have 

provided you with some practical tools you can use to assess your financial situation 

and develop a financial plan with a biblical foundation.  If you missed any of the mes-

sages, or simply want to review the material, you can do so at the church’s website: 

www.auburnneumc.com. The materials we passed out are available in the library. 

At the conclusion of the emphasis, we will have the opportunity to make per-

sonal commitments of our offerings to God through our church in the coming year. 

We will consecrate these commitments in the worship service on Sunday, November 

8. Ken McCormick will be offering a review of what makes our church one of such 

faithful and dynamic character.  In the coming weeks, we will celebrate and conse-

crate Next Year’s Ministry Commitments.  

See you in worship! 

--Fred 

1 ―Eight Out of Ten Americans Stressed Because of Economy,‖ by Madison Park, from CNN.com, October 7, 2008; http://

www.cnn.com/2008/HEALTH/conditions/10/07/economic.stress/index.html. 
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Hospitality Meals 

Wednesday night dinners are cur-

rently being served.  Serving starts at 

5:15.  This will provide those attending 

events and meetings at the church to 

come from work or school and have din-

ner. Suggested donations:  $5.00 for 

adults and $3.00 for children.  

If you would like to help in any way 

with the dinners please contact Kim Be-

ger or there is a sign up in the library.  

RADICAL HOSPITALITY 

 

"Welcome one another, 

therefore, just as Christ 

has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God." 

(Romans 15:7) 

Happenings 

Baptism 

On Sunday, October 11, 2009 Allyson 

Mae Kollasch received Christian Bap-

tism.  Allyson was born on March 10, 

2009 to Keith and Lisa Kollasch.   

The church is currently looking 

for addresses of members we have 

lost track of.  Most missing ad-

dresses are twenty-something's who 

have begun their adult lives or col-

lege students who are living on or 

off campus.   

We would like to continue com-

municating with these members.  

Also, as the Hospitality Team pre-

pares to send care packages, we wish 

to include everyone—trade school, 

community college, or undergraduate. 

Do you have and address for any 

of the following?: 

 

Kathy (Bysfield) Adams 

Caitlain Bantam 

Brent Cole 

Kendall Comstock 

Alexis Comstock 

Whitney Farris 

Jordan Garver 

Jacy Garver 

Walter & Lynette McCrosky 

Erin (Bantam) Noland 

Reese Whisler 

Trenton Whisler 

 

The Hospitality Team is cur-

rently organizing care packages to 

be sent to our college students.  

These will be mailed early in Decem-

ber for students to have them as 

they prepare for finals. 

A list of suggested items and a 

collection box are on the south table 

in the library.  Monetary donations 

to cover the cost of postage is also 

welcome.  Please notate your check 

for "care packages" and place it in 

the offering. 

There is also a table in the li-

brary for you to send a personal 

greeting to the students.  A sheet 

for writing is provided for each per-

son. 

If we are missing someone it is 

because we do not have an address 

for them.  If you have information 

on a college student that we are 

missing, please pass it on to us.  We 

wish to include everyone—trade 

school, community college, or under-

grad. 

Care Package Preparations 

 

 

November/December Upper Room and Alive 
Now Devotionals are available.  Pick up 

copies for yourself and a friend. 

Missing Addresses 
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 1. Barb Lynch 

 4. Erin Noland  

 6. Amanda Allgood 

  Alex Chase  

  Matt Dunekacke 

 8. Dennis Brady 

  Jay Ehmke 

 9. Grace Burgert 

 11. Mike Comstock 

 12. Jeff Garver 

 14. Carol Ehmke 

 16. Dan Snyder 

 17. Chelsea Randolph  

  Courtney Randolph  

  Ted Yager 

 18. Arlene Lynch 

 19. Vern Heskett 

  Alyce Scott 

  Paul Scott 

 20. Susan Kruse 

 21. Tammy Chase 

 22. Anna Belle Redfern 

 23. Jordan Garver  

 25. Jason LaPlant 

 26. Stephanie (Burgert) White  

 28. Brian Kistner 

   

Please report the names of those 

missing from the birthday calendar to 

the church office. 

November Birthdays 

VITAL FAITH 

FORMATION AND 

PRAYER 

 

"They devoted themselves 

to the apostles' teaching 

and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and 

prayers." 

Acts 2:42 

Children and Youth Christmas Program 

December 6, 2009 

Rehearsals on Wednesday's (except 11/25) 

5:00p—Music Rehearsal 

5:30p—Meal 

6:00p—Program Rehearsal 

Ages 4 yrs through 12th grade 

Children and Youth Faith Formation 

WE NEED A COORDINATOR OR 

A TEAM TO COORDINATE FOR 

THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM.   

Please contact the church saying you 

can help!  The program is picked out, 

practice dates and times set up, 

dress rehearsal date and time is set, 

and performance date is set.  It is 

set up to have practices on Wednes-

day nights:  5:00p – 5:30p is music 

(Laurie Schulte) and 6:00p to ? is 

play practice.  These practices will 

start the first Wednesday in No-

vember if there is a coordinator.  

The performance is set for Dec. 6 

with the dress rehearsal on Sat. 

Dec. 5th.  Coordinator (team) will 

need to be present for and direct 

practices and the performance, as 

well as gather costumes.  The church 

knows and has published program 

notification.  PLEASE HELP!!!! 

The Puppets perform on Novem-

ber 1 and children sing on November 

1 at the late service.  Please come to 

join us. 

Confirmation classes begin in 

January. 
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Spirit Wave 

The CD is now at Creative Visual 

in Omaha being duplicated.  We 

should have copies in hand in a cou-

ple of weeks.   

The group will celebrate the 

release with a concert on Sunday, 

November 29th at 3:00 pm in the 

sanctuary.  All are welcome to this 

free concert which will feature 

some of the songs from the CD as 

well as some holiday offerings.  A 

reception will be served following 

the concert where you will have the 

opportunity to be among the first 

to purchase CDs. 

We would like to thank everyone 

who has worked so hard to see this 

project through.  Within Spirit 

Wave a big thank you to Dave 

Fletcher for his hard work commu-

nicating with publishers to get the 

recording rights for each song you 

will hear.  Some arrangements are 

medleys which meant getting multi-

ple royalty agreements.  Dave also 

coordinated the cover art with our 

artist, Nancy Davis and the folks 

at Creative Visual.  

Others that need mentioning 

are:  Laurie Schulte for her hard 

work behind the piano, Chris 

Schimmel, our drummer, Kevin Ca-

sey and Chuck Foley, our bassists, 

Nancy Davis, cover artist, and 

Mandy Hall, group photographer.  

Mr. Foley also was the sound engi-

neer.  We also send warm apprecia-

tion to each and everyone who has 

contributed monetarily to this pro-

ject.  We could not have done this 

without your support and encour-

agement. 

Spirit Wave has put their heart 

and soul into this project and we 

hope that it is something that 

shows God working through this 

church.  We dedicate this to all of 

our friends and family at First 

UMC. 

HEARTWARMING 

WORSHIP  

 

"How lovely is your 

dwelling place, O Lord of 

hosts!  My soul longs, 

indeed it faints for the 

courts of the Lord." 

Psalm 84:1-2 

November Music Schedule 

November 1 

 Children's Choir and Puppets at 10:45 

worship 

November 8 (Stewardship Consecration Sunday) 

 8:30 & 10:45 Sanctuary Choir 

 "Grateful Medley" 

October 15 

 10:45—Sanctuary Choir 

 ―The Battle Belongs to the Lord‖ 

November 22 

 8:30 & 10:45—Sanctuary Choir 

 "Praise to God, Immortal Praise" 

November 29—First Sunday in Advent 

 8:30 & 10:45—Spirit Wave (tentative) 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Chain 

To start the prayer chain dur-

ing office hours, call the church 

office at 274-3329 or e-mail your 

request to  

aubunumc@windstream.net 

Office hours are from 9-3 Monday 

through Friday.  After hours you 

may contact ONE of the following 

to have your request passed to the 

members of the prayer chain. 

¶ Trudy Peaslee 

 grammyboo3@gmail.com 

 274-4536 

¶ Arlene Whisler 

 aw03712@windstream.net 

 274-7634 

¶ Carol Ehmke 

 carolehmke@hotmail.com 

¶ Susan Kruse 

 susankruse07@yahoo.com  

 

¶ Midge Mason 

 274-4257 

If you do not have e-mail and 

would like to be a part of the 

prayer chain ministry, please con-

tact Jeannine Crotty.  She will re-

ceive requests by e-mail and call 

those who do not have internet or  

e-mail access. 

mailto:aubunumc@windstream.net
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Mile of Pennies Collection For 

Total through September:  $ 433.00 

Amount needed:  $ 844.80 

  

 

 

 

Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday, November 29th 

12 noon—meal served 

Followed by decorating the church  

for the Advent and Christmas Season.  

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 25, 2009 

7:00 pm. in the sanctuary 

 

RISK TAKING MISSION 

AND JUSTICE WORK 

 

"Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it for one of the 

least of these who are 

members of my family, 

you did it to me." 

Matthew 25:40 

Green Team 

The Green Team has pur-

chased for all church members a 

membership to the Nebraska 

Food Cooperative.  Once a month 

you will have the opportunity to 

order fresh Nebraska produced 

or Nebraska value added pro-

duce, meats, baked goods or 

novelty items. 

The Nebraska Food Coopera-

tive brings together producers 

and consumers who care about 

the land, share an enjoyment of 

simple food, and seek equitable 

relationships. It is a marketing 

and distribution service de-

signed to improve market access 

for farmer producers and local 
food access for consumers.   By 

purchasing from the Coop, you 

will play an important role along-

side farmer producers and other 

consumers from across the 

state to increase the awareness, 

availability, and quality of local 

food.  You will be contributing to 

the economic and social well-

being of your state, community, 

and neighbors by buying prod-

ucts grown and produced in Ne-

braska. 

The next order cycle is open 

from November 8-14 with deliv-

ery on November 19th.  Orders 

are delivered to the church.  If 

you would like more information 

or would like to order items, 

please contact the church of-

fice.  More information about 

the coop can also be found at 

their website:  

www.nebraskafood.org 

http://www.nebraskafood.org
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SENCA Food Pantry  

Conations to the Southeast Nebraska Community Action food pantry may be left in the church 

library in the shopping cart.  This month consider the following non-perishable items: 

  Holiday Dinner Items    Diapers 

  Formula     Cereal 

  Kid-friendly foods    Canned Vegetables 

Nemaha County Gives Back Committee 

 Preparing for 3rd annual Winter 

Festival 

Mark Your Calendars!!!!! 

The Nemaha County Gives Back 

Winter Festival is set for December 

5 - 6, 2009 at the 4-H Building from 

5 – 8pm in Auburn! 

The committee has been working 

hard on preparing for the 3rd annual 

event. The festival will feature a 

free will offering meal, entertain-

ment provided by local groups, a 

Christmas tree/wreath auction, and 

a Military tribute.  

2008 marked the second year of 

the event. Chairperson Bobette 

Guenther stated that the festival 

was a huge success! The total amount 

raised was $15,472. The local busi-

nesses, civic groups, churches, and 

individuals were very generous in the 

fundraising efforts. A group from 

the Nemaha County Gives Back Com-

mittee did all the shopping last year 

for SENCA and Project Response. 

With the money, we were able to 

provide 100 food baskets, 218 chil-

dren received toys/gifts & warm ar-

ticles of clothing, 100 gift certifi-

cates were given to the elderly along 

with a warm blanket and 70 - $25 

gift certificates were given to the 

SENDS clients.  

The Christmas trees and 

wreaths were decorated by local 

civic groups, then some of the trees 

that were purchased at the auction 

were donated back to needy families. 

Last year, recognizing the men 

and women in the military with Ne-

maha County ties was a huge honor. 

A bulletin board was on display with 

their pictures and information pro-

vided by their families. A DVD was 

shown also featuring the brave men 

and women from our county! Each 

individual was recognized even 

though they were not present during 

the event but many of each person’s 

family were present. Again this year, 

we will be putting together a bulletin 

board/DVD so anyone who has a 

loved one serving in the military with 

Nemaha County ties and would like to 

provide a picture and where they are 

stationed at now so they can be rec-

ognized, please contact Bobette 

Guenther by Nov. 15th! This is a way 

of showing our appreciation and sup-

port to these dedicated individuals 

serving our country.  

Please know that by making a 

donation to the event you are able to 

help a child, family in need, elderly 

or disabled person to have a brighter 

holiday. People take so much for 

granted but think of a child who has 

never received a toy for Christmas, 

an elderly person who would not have 

had a holiday dinner, or even a family 

who has never had a Christmas tree 

– to them, this is a huge blessing! 

The stories that we heard after the 

event about how a food basket, a 

toy, an article of clothing, even 

Christmas trees, and military fami-

lies affected people’s lives made the 

event very much worthwhile! All 

sponsors will be recognized! 

Bobette Guenther and Bob 

Lowrey are the co-chairpersons for 

the event. 

The public is encouraged to 

attend this winter festival. Anyone 

who has any questions, would like to 

help sponsor, wants further informa-

tion, or would like to help serve on a 

committee, please contact Bobette 

Guenther at 402-274-8919 or 402-

274-3285 or e-mail her at bobet-

teg@hotmail.com.  



Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 1, 2009 

 

 

 

Set clocks back one hour. 
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GRACIOUS GENEROSITY 

 

"You will be enriched in 

every way for your great 

generosity" 

2 Corinthians 9:11 

―This is about something bigger 
than any one of them. They just 
know there is a reason they feel 
good doing this, and God is that 
reason. They helped work a mira-
cle." 

--Retired teacher Francie Markham,  
describing volunteers for famine-stricken 

Zimbabwe 
 

Whether we’re packing school sup-

plies for a village in a distant land 

or putting money in our church of-

fering plate, we know our gifts help 

God to work miracles. Some of the 

biggest miracles in The United 

Methodist Church happen because 

committed congregations pay their 

apportionments 100 percent. 

One-hundred percent giving to 

United Methodism’s seven appor-

tioned funds translates to support-

ing outreach through our church’s 

general agencies, paving the way 

for African students to pursue 

higher education, enriching 11 his-

torically Black colleges, nurturing 

our bishops in their ministry, pro-

viding the financial backbone for 

General Conference, cooperating 

with people of other faiths and 

strengthening seminarians in their 

spiritual journey. 

All of this—and so much more—is 

possible because when we join The 

United Methodist Church, we prom-

ise faithfully to participate in its 

ministries through our prayers, 

presence, gifts and service. Paying 

our apportionments 100 percent, we 

become a part of something big and 

accomplish wonderful things in Je-

sus’ name! 

Mission Share 

Luminaries 

Once again, luminaries will adorn the sidewalks and entrances of the church 

on Christmas Eve.  Please bring your rinsed one gallon milk containers to the 

church—no lids please.  These will also be used around the 4-H building dur-

ing the Nemaha County Gives Back event on December 5 & 6. 

 

Kitchen Items 

Thank you to everyone who provides food 

for the many dinners and refreshments 

that are served here at the church.  The 

picture below represents some of the 

items that you have used to transport 

your creations to the church.   

Are you missing a favorite 

pan or plate?  Maybe you 

can't find that extra 9 x 13 

pan you will need for your 

holiday cooking and baking.  

Please check the church 

kitchen for pans that you 

have forgotten are here. 

ǒ Apportioned funds enable 

United Methodists to do 

together what no church, 

district or annual confer-

ence could do alone. 
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CONNECTIONAL JOY 

AND COMMITMENT 

 

 "I'm a friend and 

companion of all who fear 

you, of those committed 

to living by your rules." 

 

Psalm 119:63 

(The Message) 

United Methodist Student DayñNov. 29 

Like many things, college costs 

continue to rise. Thanks to United 

Methodist Student Day, people in 

your annual conference – perhaps 

even members of your family—

have a chance to attain higher 

education. Students attending 

United Methodist and other ac-

credited colleges and universities 

receive scholarships and loans. 

Participating annual conferences 

receive 10 percent of the offering 

for merit-scholarship awards to 

students of their choosing. 

This Special Sunday had its 

beginnings in 1866, when a special 

fund provided for advanced edu-

cation of Sunday-school children 

and of candidates for the ministry 

and missionary service. 

Each year the local unit of 

United Methodist Women present 

two awards to deserving members of 

the Auburn First United Methodist 

Church family.  These honorees are 

chosen by the local UMW members 

for continued service and dedication 

to our church. 

The first award is called the 

Dedicated Light.  A candle is burned 

at the UMW fall meeting for one 

minute for each honored person.  

UMW units across Nebraska send in 

"undesignated" donations to be used 

in Mission projects chosen by the 

Nebraska Conference.  This year the 

candle burned for 40 minutes in just 

our Missouri River District. 

The second award is called a 

Special Mission Recognition Award.  

It also is supported by 

"undesignated" donations from the 

local units to be used on mission pro-

jects in Nebraska, the nation, and 

around the world. 

This year's Dedicated Light was 

presented to Peggy Long for her 

many years serving as our church 

treasurer.  The Special Mission Rec-

ognition Award was presented to 

Sherry Black for her many years of 

care and concern for the youth of 

our church. 

UMW Annual Awards 

U. M. Women 

November Meeting 

  

 November 4 1:30 pm. 

Location:  Parsonage 

World Thank Offering 

  

 Program Nancy Ramsey 

 Devotion Jeannine Crotty 

 Committee Phyllis Hemmingsen 

  Ginny Pippert 

Morning Book Study 

 

November 18  8:30 am 

***Family Connection*** 

(new location) 

 

November 4th—the last day to order 

live Christmas wreaths, sprays and 

swags from the youth group.  See a 

youth member to order. Delivery can 

be expected around Thanksgiving. 

Youth  



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  22nd Sunday 

after Pentecost 

All Saint's 

Daylight Savings 
Time Ends 

10:45—Children's 

Puppets and Music 

Communion Sunday 

Big Garden Celebra-

tion 

2 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

3 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

 

4 

1:30 pm.—UMW at 

the Parsonage 

(World Thank Offer-

ing) 

 

 

5 

9:30 am Women's 

Study 

              Parenting 

Group 

12 noon  Brown 

Bag 

8 pm      A. A. 

6 7 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm   A. A. 

8  23rd Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

Consecration Sun-

day 

9 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

10 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

11 12 
9:30 am Women's 

Study 

              Parenting 

Group 

12 noon  Brown Bag 

4-6:30  SENCA 

Money 

Smart 

8 pm      A. A. 

13 14 

 

 

8 pm.   A. A. 

15  24th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

16 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

17 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

 

6 pm—S/PRC 

18 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

8:30 am  UMW 

Book Study at 

Family Connection 

19 

9:30 am Women's 

Study 

              Parenting 

Group 

12 noon  Brown 

Bag 

8 pm      A. A. 

20 21 

 

 

8 pm.   A. A. 

22  Last Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

23 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

24 

9:30 am  Prayer & 

Share 

25 

9:30 am Assemble 

Newsletter 

 

7:00 pm   

Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship 

26 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Day 

Office Closed 

 

8 pm   A. A. 

27 

 

Office Closed 

28 

7:30 am  UMM at 

Family Connection 

 

 

8 pm.   A. A. 

29  1st Sunday of 

Advent 

UM Student Day 

Hanging of the 

Greens 

Spirit Wave Release 

Concert—3 pm. 

30 

10 am  Prayer 

Shawl 

     

Sunday Worship 

8:30 & 10:45 am 

Sunday School for all ages 

9:30 am 

Wednesday Programming (except 11/25) 

 5:00 Children's Christmas Program Music Practice 

 5:10 Meal Served 

 5:30 Financial Peace, Spirit Wave, Children's meal 

 6:00 Children's Christmas Program Practice 

 7:00 Sanctuary Choir 



Worship Times   

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:45 am. 

Sunday School 9:30 am. 

   

Office Hours  

Mon.—Fri. 9:00—12:30 

Auburn First United Methodist Church 
 

Presiding Bishop, Rev. Ann Brookshire Sherer 

District Superintendent, Rev. Randy Sailors 

Pastor, Dr. Frederick Richart 

Secretary, Teresa Fletcher 

First United Methodist Church 

1205 "L" ST 

Auburn NE  68305 

 

(402)274-3329 

Fax:  (402) 274-3385 

We're on the Web 

www.auburnneumc.com 

http://www.auburnneumc.com/

