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...living and sharing the teachings of Jesus 

Keeping Lent 
 
 

Lent is the time of year when we 
prepare ourselves for Easter’s resur-
rection. The forty days before this 
great Holy Day have often been 
viewed as a time to ―give something 
up.‖ This is a wonderful adventure, if 
we give up the right things and not 
the wrong ones! 

 
There is just one more week be-

fore Easter, so it might be a good 
idea to see how we are doing.  Col-
league Tom Buckley reminded me 
of the 17th century poet Robert Har-
rick penned, ―To Keep a True Lent,‖ 
and it is still a good barometer for 
us: 
 
 

Is this a fast,  
to keep the larder lean? 

And clean 
From fat of veals and sheep? 

 
Is it to quit the dish of flesh, yet still 

To fill 
The platter high with fish? 

 

Is it to fast an hour, 
Or ragg’d to go, 

Or show 
A down-cast look and sour? 

 
No: ‘tis a Fast to dole 
Thy sheaf of wheat 

And meat 
With the hungry soul. 

 
It is to fast from strife 

And old debate 
And hate; 

To circumcise thy life. 
 

To show a heart grief-rent; 
To starve thy sin, 

Not bin; 
And that’s to keep thy Lent. 

 
 
 

I invite you to join me in  finishing 
Lent and keeping it a healthy and 
meaningful way. 
 
See you in church! 
 
 

 
--Fred 



Holy Week 
April 5—Palm Sunday 
Palm Procession, Choir, Puppets and Com-

munion at 8:30 & 10:45 worship. Children 
meet in the yellow room at 8:20 and after 
Sunday School to participate in the parade 
of palms. 

Kite Flying at 12:15 at the Auburn City Rec-
reation Soccer fields.  Hot dogs and adult 
cuisine grilled by the Men In Lent group.  
Visit "Lord's Acre" during the event. 

 

April 9—Maundy Thursday 
Worship at 7:00 pm. 
 

April 10—Good Friday 
Office Closed 
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Heartwarming Worship 

P A G E  2 

Do you enjoy singing?  
Would like to be a part of a mu-
sic ministry and fellowship?  The 
Sanctuary Choir at First UMC 
always welcomes new voices.  
Sanctuary Choir is an ensemble 
that provides worship music on 
Sunday mornings. 

The Sanctuary Choir will 
sing at 8:30 & 10:45 worship on 
April 5, 12, & 26.  They will also 
sing at the 10:45 service on April 

19th and at the Maundy Thurs-
day service at 7 pm on April 9th.  
Rehearsal times for the choir 
continue on Wednesdays at 
7:00 pm.  

Our song list for April in-
cludes:   
 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna—

an introit for Palm Sunday 
accompanied by trumpets 

 Pieta—with oboe obbligato 

 Remember Me—communion 
anthem for Maundy Thurs-
day 

 The Empty Room—a new 
song for Easter Sunday 

 Behold the Beauty of the 
Lord—for April 26th. 

 
If you have question about 

the choir, please contact Teresa 
Fletcher at 274-3329 or 414-
1215. 

CHOIR SCHEDULE 

Easter Sunday 
Youth Easter Worship 

Youth led worship at 7:00 am                           
in the sanctuary. 

 
Easter Breakfast 

Breakfast served in the Fellowship Hall fol-
lowing the youth service. 

 
Sunday Worship 

Regular worship times at 8:30 and 10:45 with 
lilies and other spring flowers decorating the 

sanctuary. 
 

Egg Hunt 
Easter egg hunt will be held for children    

during Sunday School hour. 

Easter Flower Information (Please Print) 

  

In Memory of:             

In Honor of:        

From:       

Phone:    

Suggested Donation:  $15.00.  Amount donated over the cost of flowers will be designated for the flower and banner 

fund.  Please return this card with your donation (made out to First UMC) to the church by: placing in the offering 

plate, mailing to the church, or bringing to the church office.  Memorial and Honorarium information will be printed in 

the bulletin Easter Sunday.  
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Risk Taking Mission and Justice Ministry 

Parish Health Ministries 

as National Basketball Associa-
tion’s NBA Cares, The People of 
the United Methodist Church 
and Sports Illustrated to bring 
Nothing But Nets to the Ameri-
can public. 
 
Mission Cart 
Remember to bring your dona-
tions of non-perishable, cleaning 
and toiletry items for the shop-
ping cart in the library.  This col-
lection is take regularly to the 

Nothing But Nets 
The 3-6 grade class continues 
their collection of pennies.  Their 
goal:  84,480 pennies—enough 
to reach one linear mile.  Noth-
ing But Nets is a campaign to 
save lives by ending the spread 
of malaria.  Malaria is the num-
ber one killer of refugees in Af-
rica.  Currently 275,000 nets are 
needed before the rainy season.  
The UN Foundation has now 
partnered with groups as diverse 

Southeast Nebraska Community 
Action food pantry. 
 
Eyeglass Collection 
Have you visited the optometrist 
lately and been fitted with a new 
pair of glasses?  Your old 
glasses can be used to help 
someone else correct their vi-
sion problems.  Dr. Crotty will 
take glasses collected with him 
on his next mission trip. 

Gardening Update 

So far about 6 have been spo-
ken for.  Gardens are available 
on a first come first serve basis.  
If you are interested in garden-
ing one of these beds, please 
contact Teresa at the church 
office (274-3329). 

'Lord's Acre', the rural gar-
den will feature several row 
crops including tomatoes, pota-
toes, sweet corn, green beans, 

Spring is in the air and the 
Green Team continues it plan-
ning of "The Rural Big Garden" 
project.  Aided from grant money 
received by the Missouri River 
District we are currently planning 
and preparing our gardens for 
spring planting. 

The village garden lot lo-
cated at 14th and M St will have 
fifteen 6' by 10' raised gardens.  

squash, peppers and other 
vegetables We will soon be ask-
ing for volunteers to help plant-
ing all those yummy foods.  
Work dates will be arranged with 
potato planting first on the list.  
The congregation will be told of 
these dates as soon as they are 
arranged.  If you would like to be 
one of the first to know, let 
Teresa know how to reach you. 

Current Collections for Mission 

thing motorists can do to help 
responders quickly locate emer-
gency contact information will 
help save precious time in get-
ting victims the help they need 
and notifying their loved ones."  
Schultz advises everyone to 
identify an emergency contact 
(ICE) in their cell phone and fill 
out ICE cards to place in their 
car's glove box and carry on 

'I.C.E.'  
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY!!!    

 
Concerns about delays in 

notifying relatives of accidents 
and emergency situations led 
Capt. Randy Schultz of Wiscon-
sin's Brown Co. Sheriff's Dept. 
to introduce the ICE program.  
Schultz states, " Far too many 
people travel without ID.  Any-

your person.  You can simply fill 
out a card with emergency con-
tact information or obtain a free 
ICE card from AAA.  
 

 
 

Here's to your good 
health.  
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Vital Faith Formation and Prayer 

Prayer Chain                    

Faith Formation Team 

The group met on March 5 
and will do so again on April 7th 
at 7:00 pm. 

The group discussed that the 
regular Sunday school season 
will end on May 17th.   We will 
continue Sunday school classes 
through the summer.  These will 
start on June 3 and end on Au-
gust 12.  We will need summer 
teachers.  Kim Beger has volun-
teered for the pre-k class for the 
month of June.  If we have vol-
unteers come forward within the 
next month, they can assist me 
in picking out the materials.   In 
addition we are in need of a 
teacher for the regular classes 
next fall for the 1st – 3rd grade 
class.  The high school and pre-

k class teachers are asking for 
assistance for the fall as well.  
The first day of the fall season 
will be September 13th.  There 
will be a kick off party with invita-
tion being sent to all children.  
We also discussed current Sun-
day school participants inviting 
other children. 

Bible school will be July 13th 
– 17th from 6p – 8p.  Leadership 
help would be appreciated. 

Sherry Black has volun-
teered to coordinate camps this 
year.  THANKS SHERRY! 

There will be a Palm Sunday 
kite flying community event im-
mediately after church at the 
City Rec Fields.  It will be possi-
ble to visit the community gar-

den at Long’s.  The rain date is 
the Sunday following Easter 
(19).  There will be an Easter 
Egg Hunt this year.  The High 
School youth are assisting with 
the festivities on Easter Morning.  
THANKS YOUTH! 

There have been two puppet 
shows with the remaining show 
at both services on April 5.  The 
youth have performed once and 
will do so again on April 19th. 

Thank you to Shannon 
Stemm for coordinating the Aco-
lyte schedule.  The acolyte 
robes need to be laundered.  
Please contact me or the office if 
you can do this on a regular ba-
sis. 

To start the prayer chain dur-
ing office hours, call the church 
office at 274-3329 or e-mail your 
request to  

aubunumc@windstream.net. 
Office hours are from 9-3 Mon-
day through Friday.  After hours 
you may contact ONE of the fol-
lowing to have your request 
passed to the members of the 
prayer chain. 

Trudy Peaslee 
grammyboo3@gmail.com 
274-4536 

Arlene Whisler 
aw03712@alltel.net 
274-7634 

Carol Ehmke 
carolehmke@hotmail.com 

Susan Kruse 
susankruse07@yahoo.com  

 

Midge Mason 
274-4257 

 
If you do not have e-mail and 
would like to be a part of the 
prayer chain ministry, please 
contact Jeannine Crotty.  She 
will receive requests by e-mail 
and call those who do not have 
internet or e-mail access. 

 

Palm Sunday 24-Hour Prayer Vigil 

40th Year 

 
Sunday, April 5 at 6:00 pm. to Monday, April 6th at 6:00 pm. 

Please enter and exit the church quietly during the prayer vigil. 
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Radical Hospitality 

UMW Reading Program 

New Books Have Arrived 
 

 Paths to Prayer 
 Keeping Spiritual Balance as 

we Grow  
 Older Breakfast Epiphanies  
 The House Where the Hard-

est Things Happened  

 Getting in the Way 
(peacemaker teams)  

 Confronting the Controver-
sies by Adam Hamilton  

 Conduct Becoming to a 
Woman  

 Proud to be a Black Sheep 
(for children) 

These books are on the east 
wall in the library.  Due back to 
Conference library by April 24.  
Check out on clip board.  All are 
welcome to borrow these books. 

In The Mail  

I would like to thank every-
one involved with the Easter 
cantata.  Everyone worked very 
hard to make this production 
meaningful and extremely well 
done.  I especially thank:  Laurie 
Schulte, Dave Fletcher, the   
Auburn Brass Quintet, Pastor 
Fred, Dr. Jeffrey Meade,      
Ashleigh Stough, Carol Ehmke, 
Brent Comstock, Claire Schulte, 
Brenna Schulte, and each 
singer.  I truly believe that this 

volunteer choir is among the 
best in the state.  I am humbled 
by the privilege of being your 
director.  Bravo to all or you. 

 
Teresa Fletcher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Youth Group would like 
to thank Doug and Cindy Glenn 
for their generous donations for 
the Super Bowl sub sand-
wiches.  The Youth would also 
like to thank Chet Harper for 
taking time to help the youth on 
the dramas they presented. 

      High School Graduate Breakfast 
 

Hosted by the Youth Fellowship 
 

  Sunday, May 17, 2009 
 

8:30—9:30 am. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Please let the office (274-3329 or aubur-
numc@windstream.net) know  

how many family members  
will be attending. 

 
 
 
 

Alex Chase—Auburn 
Alex Chubick—Auburn 
Grant Cole—Auburn 

Kendall Comstock—Johnson-Brock 
Lauren Fletcher—Auburn 

Darcy Lunzmann—Auburn 
Philip Monfelt—Auburn 

We would like to list college graduates 
next month—please contact the office 
with names of those graduating. 



The Parish Health program is encouraging efforts to improve your 
health.  If you would like some bicycling companions, please call Vir-
ginia Pippert, 274-4813 or Nancy Ramsey, 274-5088 and we will ar-
range times and events to enjoy some fresh air, companionship and 
exercise together.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring is here, so fill your bike tires and let's get peddling! 
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 13. Ron Jones 
  Virginia Pippert 
  Graham Waddell  
 14. Gary Ensz 
 17. Cindy Glenn 
 18. Jenna Hakenewerth 
 19. Cliff Rhoades 
 20. Chelsea Shaw 
 21. Cuyler Aue 
  Greg Pippert 
 22. James Henderson 
 23. Jackie Grossoehme 
  Darrell Kruse 
  Lelund Lunzmann 
  Tim McMann 

 1. Linda Aue 
 2. Grant Cole  
  Lillian Summerlin 
 3. Steve Cole 
 4. Kamron Fender  
  Mackenzie Kistner  
  Susan Stough 
 8. Brian Lavigne 
 9. Caitlain Bantam  
 10. Cole Fossenbarger  
 11. Bryce Andrew 
  Sheila Mayfield 
  Audra Whisler  
 12. Charles Bysfield 
  Ray North 

 25. Joshua Garver 
 26. Tricia Hathaway 
  Evelynn Henderson  
 28. Brenna Schulte  
  Carson Lavigne  
 29. Joanne Catlett 
  Brian Dunekacke 
  Rick Thomas 

APR IL  B IRTHDAYS 

Please report any names of persons 
missing from the birthday calendar to the 
church office. 

Bicycling 

Connectional Joy and Commitment 

UMW 

Ladies Book Study 
Wednesday, April 18 

8:30 am. 
Darling's Cafe 

 

 April  1 1:30 pm. 

 

 Program: Norma Loew 

 Devotions: Arlene Whisler 

 Committee: Ginny Pippert 

  Kathy Grant 

 

DUMP—(Don't Underesti-

mate My Pick of Restaurant),  

will meet for supper Friday, 

April 24, at the Philly Grill in 

Auburn .   

 

FITNESS GROUP 
 
Monday through Friday 
6:30 am. 
 
 
We meet at the church to 
exercise to our favorite fit-
ness videos together, or on 
nice mornings we decide to 
walk.  Join us. 
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Camp Fontanelle Easter 

Camp Fontanelle is planning 
some great FREE fun for Easter 
on Sunday, April 5, with egg 
decorating, an easter egg hunt, 
laser tag and more. There will 
be something for all ages! With 
egg hunts, different times will be 
allotted for various age groups 
starting with the youngest at 
2:30 p.m., and continuing all af-
ternoon.  

Egg dyeing and tree climbing 
begin at 2 p.m. Bring your own 
boiled eggs, or we can boil them 
for you. Bring your favorite egg 

decorations. Dye and crayons 
will be provided for decorating. 
Climb 40 feet off the ground in 
trees to get eggs between 2 and 
5 p.m. All minors will need to 
have a Tree Climbing Waiver 
form signed prior to climbing.  

Forms can be downloaded at 
the "Register for Camp " link and 
signed by parents prior to arriv-
ing to climb. Forms will be avail-
able at Camp Fontanelle to sign 
if parents/guardians are present. 
Older kids and adults can play 

laser tag from 4 to 6 p.m. in 
groups of 15 to 30. Egg hunts 
will be by age with children age 
4 and under starting at 2:30. Lit-
tle ones can participate in later 
hunts with older kids.  

For further information on 
activities and times, plus direc-
tions to Camp Fontanelle, 
please log onto the camp Web 
site at 
www.campfontanelle.com, or 
call 402-478-4296 or 402-459-
0686. 

Heritage Sunday 

Heritage Sunday is scheduled 
for May 24, 2009.  It is customary 
for 50 and 75 year members to be 
honored on this day with a pin and 
certificate. 

 Are you a 50 or 75 year mem-
ber?  You are eligible if you have 
been a member of The United 
Methodist Church (including Evan-
gelical Brethren, or United Breth-
ren) since 1959 for 50 years or 
since 1933 for 75 years of mem-
bership.  We do not have informa-
tion on when people joined 
churches prior to becoming a 
member of this church.  If you 
think you are eligible and have not 
already received your 50 or 75 
year pin, contact the church office 
at 274-3329. 

Options for receiving your Newsletter 

Beginning with the July issue, 
you will be given the option of re-
ceiving your "Lamplighter" to your 
inbox or your mailbox.  In an effort 
to reduce the cost of office sup-
plies and mailings we are offering 
paperless ways to receive the 
newsletter.   

As soon as the monthly news-
letter is completed, it is uploaded 
to a web server where you can 
view and print the current issue 
as well as past issues.  You do 

need a computer with internet ac-
cess and Adobe Reader (a free 
computer application to 
download) to view online editions.  
Please let us know your e-mail 
address if you choose this 
method. 

If you prefer a paper copy will 
be available to pick up at church 
the last Sunday of the month.  If 
you are unable to pick up your 
copy, contact the church office to 
have it mailed to you.  

Easter Office Hours 
 

The office will be closed on 
Good Friday (April 10th) and 
Monday, April 13th.  Regular 
office hours will resume Tues-
day, April 14th. 

http://www.campfontanelle.com
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Gracious Generosity 

Native American Ministries Sunday—April 26  

Volunteers help spiritual dream 
 "It’s a joy to work here and 

build a place for Native Ameri-
cans to worship.‖  

 "God is here. I love building the 
interior walls.‖  

 ―I even like caulking!‖ 
 ―Seeing the beauty of this 

church and starting it is awe-
some.‖  

 ―Besides clearing trees, scoop-
ing gravel and assisting the 
builders, I’m learning about In-
dian history from the church 
elders. The geographic diver-
sity of the volunteers is impres-
sive.‖  

 
In east Peoria, Ill., a spiritual 

dream is coming true. More than 
20 work teams and 200 individuals 
are joining their Native American 
sisters and brothers in constructing 
the Native American Fellowship 
(NAF)-Dayspring United Methodist 
Church.  

The congregation, chartered in 
May 2005, is building a cozy (92-

by-50 feet) log structure 
that blends beautifully 
into its natural setting of 
43 wooded acres given 
by First United Method-
ist Church, Peoria. 

―It’s a unique time,‖ 
contractor Dominic Ir-
rera remarked. ―The 
volunteers work hard 
stacking the logs. They 
have a great attitude.‖ 
Heavy timber frames 
are placed in the entry-
ways. That wood comes from oak 
trees on Dayspring property. ―This 
is so different, not normal construc-
tion,‖ he pointed out.  

During the summer of 2007 
NAF-Dayspring Church hosted a 
Native American lay speaking 
school at the Seven Circles Heri-
tage Center—a community-
outreach ministry started by mem-
bers. Teachers and students from 
Native churches in Michigan joined 
Dayspring members for the 
classes. Eleven persons com-

pleted the training.  
Celebrating Native American 

gifts and contributions is the focus 
of Native American Ministries Sun-

day. This observance on the sec-
ond Sunday after Easter is an op-
portunity—through a special offer-

ing—to nurture mission with Native 
Americans and provide scholar-

ships for United Methodist Native 
American seminarians.  

 
--Carol Lakota Eastin—Adapted from 

an Illinois Great Rivers Web site article 

Nigeria/Nebraska Partnership Orphanage  

Special offering set for 
Mother's Day, May 10 
 

Mother's Day is an appropri-
ate time to remember all the 
children in the world who have 
been left homeless and parent-
less through no fault of their 
own. For example, student Koga 
Myabun, is in the Nursery 2 
class. He's learning his alphabet 
and numbers. His father Myabun 
died of a car accident and his 
mother died from an unknown 
cause.  

Koga likes to study the al-
phabet. He is a quiet and shy 
young man. He enjoys playing 
soccer (football) with his good 
friend Villanah. Koga is from the 
Mumuye Tribe from the Euigine 
Wesely District in Taraba State, 
Nigeria. 

Your contributions see that 
Koga receives an education, 
along with supporting his ac-
commodations, food and gen-
eral care. It takes about $2,000 
to support one student for one 
year. Perhaps your congregation 

would like to join in the confer-
ence mission in Nigeria by sup-
porting one student. Nickels for 
Nigeria is also a way to involve 
the entire congregation—even 
children and youth can get in-
volved. 

Each year an offering is 
taken at the Nebraska United 
Methodist Conference Session 
when all of the aggregated 
money generated by Nickels for 
Nigeria is offered up to the Nige-
ria/Nebraska Partnership.  

Source:  UMConnect 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 30 31 1 2 3 4 

5 Palm/Passion 

Sunday 
 

Communion 
 
12:15—Kite 
Flying at City 
Rec. soccer 
shelter 

6 7 
 
Faith Formation 
Team—7 pm 

8 
 
UMW—1:30 
pm 

9  Maundy 

Thursday 
 

 
7:00 pm 
Worship 

10 Good Friday 
 

Office Closed 

11 

12  Easter    

Sunday 
 

7 am—Youth 
Easter Service 
followed by 
breakfast 

13 
 
Office Closed 

14 15 16 17 18 

19  2nd Sunday 

of Easter 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
9:30—Blood 
Pressure 
Screening 

20 21 
 
SPRC—6 pm 

22 23 24 
 
Assemble 
Newsletter—
9:30 am 

25 
 
UMM—7:30 am 
at Avenue Grill 

26  3rd Sunday 

of Easter 
 

Native Ameri-
can Ministries 
Sunday 
(special offer-
ing) 

27 28 
 
Administrative 
Council—7 pm 

29 30   

——Women's Lenten Services—— 
7:30 am 

     First UMC         St. Joseph Catholic     St. Paul Lutheran       Christian Church        Trinity Lutheran       First Presbyterian  

—— H o l y W e e k —— 

Weekly Activities 
Sun. 

 8:30 Worship 

 9:30 Sunday School 

 10:45 Worship 

Mon. 

 10:00 Prayer Shawl 

Tues. 

 9:30  Prayer & Share 

Wed. 

 5:30 Spirit Wave 

 7:00 Sanctuary Choir 

 7:30 Youth Fellowship 

Fitness Group Schedule: 

Mon– Fri. at 6:30 am. 

Thurs. 

 8:30 Women's Bible Study 

 8:00 A. A. 

Sat. 

 8:00 A. A. 



(402)274-3329 
Fax:  (402) 274-3385 
E-mail:  auburnumc@windstream.net 

We're on the Web 

www.auburnneumc.com 

Worship Times   
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:45 am. 
Sunday School 9:30 am. 

   

Office Hours  
Mon.—Fri. 9:00—12:30 
 1:30—3:00  

Auburn First United Methodist Church 
 

Presiding Bishop, Rev. Ann Brookshire Sherer 

District Superintendent, Rev. Randy Sailors 

Pastor, Dr. Fred Richart 

Secretary, Teresa Fletcher 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1205 "L" ST 
Auburn NE  68305 
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