The Lamplighter

Living and Sharing...

Inside this issue:

Radical Hospitality 3

Heartwarming 3
Worship

Vital Faith 2
Formation and

Prayer

Risk Taking Mission 5
& Justice Work

Gracious Generosity 8

Connectional Joy and 6
Commitment

RETHINKCHURCH

February, 2010 |

Pastor's Paragraph

A Lenten Stump Speech

The earthquake in Haiti has been devastating to the people who live there. The
number of dead has not yet been calculated, and the number of homeless is
crippling the already problematic government. International groups in rescue
operations have already come and gone. The small country now must comb
through the rubble and determine its future and mission.

The earthquake has been devastating to many of us emotionally, as well. Images
on television describe the horrific toll on people there. The images also leave us
feeling emotionally distraught and choked. We wonder what we can and should
do. Some feel totally unprepared. Some are still in shock. Some are numb.
Elsewhere in this newsletter you can read about what our congregation and the
United Methodist Church are doing as we join our brothers and sisters in facing
this disaster.

If we ever needed to understand the meaning of Easter and its hope, the time is
now.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. This special day begins the 40
days of preparation for Easter, signifying to us the triumph of life over death--
resurrection is exalted over the cross. This year, our preparation for Easter will be
built and strengthened by the choices you make. There are options and styles
and calendar flexibility which we hope you will find attractive and helpful.

Al l of us are in need of the strength
goal s, and hope in Christ. I n her boo
introduced me to four parts of a personal stump speech: Where am | going? Why
am | going there? Who is going with me? and How will | get there? Combining
these pieces makes us all more adept for life.

So, to help us along with this journe
this order:

1. Where are we going? We are going where there is a deepened and
centered life with integrity.

2. Why am | going there? Bedclamse | d
disappointed with where | am. | can do better.

3. Who is going with me? Friends and groups to share the loads.

4. How will | get there? Deciding to commit myself to this opportunity to
challenge myself and schedule hope.

These messages will be strong and to the point, yet uplifting so we can move
toward the source of hope for which we hunger.

Please join us and invite your friends as well as,

Fred
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VITAL FAITH
FORMATION AND
PRAYER

"They devoted themselves
to the apostles' teaching
and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and
prayers."
Acts 2:42

2010 Prayer Vigil

For over 40 years
members and friends of
First UMC have spent
the 24 hours beginning
on Palm Sunday in
prayer.
Prayer Vigil begins on
Sunday begins at 6 pm
Sunday, March 28th and

Thi dnrep

personal prayer in
preparation for holy
week and Easter.

A quiet, calm
environment is provided
B 202. sAcandle lit
altar includes a space to
lift up your personal
prayers. There is also
devotional material

The Lamplighter

March a sign up sheet
will be available in the
library for you to sign up
for your individual prayer
time. You are asked to
sign up for half hour
periods (you may sign
up for more than one). If
you have any questions,
please contact Trudy

Prayer Chain

To start the prayer chain
during office hours, call the
church office at 274-3329 or e-
mail your request to

aubunumc@windstream.net
Office hours are from 9-3 Monday
through Friday. After hours you
may contact ONE of the following
to have your request passed to
the members of the prayer chain.

Faith Formation

Children and Youth Faith
Formation Activities

Wednesday evening activities
are underway. Music for 1st
grade through 12th grade is from
5:00p to 5:50p. At 6:15p there is
confirmation. Starting at 7:15p is
youth group for 7th thru 12th
grades.

A puppet leader is needed for
grades 1-5 and classes could be
scheduled for 6:15 to 7:15.

Wednesday night meals are

will continue to 6 pm on
Monday, March 29th.
This is a time of

stay focused.

available to help you

Peaslee or the church
office.

In February and

1 Trudy Peaslee
grammyboo3@gmail.com

274-4536

1 Arlene Whisler
aw03712@windstream.net
274-7634

1 Carol Ehmke
carolehmke@hotmail.com

9 Susan Kruse
susankruse07@yahoo.com

served from 5:30 to 6:30.

There will be a parent
meeting on 2/10/10 at 7:30. This
"What You Want" meeting is for
parent of students ages nursery
thru 12 grade.

-Amy Conner

February Confirmation Schedule

2/3 A Bit of History
Laurie and Steve

1 Midge Mason
274-4257

If you do not have e-mail and
would like to be a part of the
prayer chain ministry, please
contact Jeannine Crotty. She will
receive requests by e-mail and
call those who do not have
internet or e-mail access.

2/10 What 6s Wrong?

Trish and Laurie

2/17 Jesus Christd Savior and
Lord

Amy & Lee

2/20 Saturday, Confirmation

Trip to Lincoln

2/24  Means of Grace: Loving
God

Amy and Trish


mailto:aubunumc@windstream.net
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Lenten Offerings

Ash Wednesday 7PM & the
Confirmation class will take a
leadership role in providing a
worship experience that will
include sacred sounds, music,
silence, time for gathered and
individual prayer time, and
movement. This brief service will
be unique and meaningful.

Men In Lent & Sports and favorite
movies; participants can select a
movie of their choice for
presentation. Dr. Fred will have
several weeks of materials ready,
beginning February 24, 6-7 PM.

Worship

Ash Wednesday Worship

February 17
7:00 pm.

Sanctuary Choir
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Tuesday Writing Project o Do
you want to deepen your sense
of connection to God? Learn
your spiritual temperament, and
use that information to help you
pray and listen for God.
Participants will have the
opportunity to journal, write
meaningful prayers, poems and
hymns. This may be done in
groups or with individual
consultation.

material for Lent.

Thursday morning bible study
will resume on February 18, 9:45
AM. This study will include all the
readings for Lent.

Maundy Thursday o designed
and led with the cooperation of
the confirmation class, this
service will be a vivid and
deepening worship experience
that will include elements of
sacred sounds, music, silence,
time for gathered and individual
prayer time, and movement.

Thursday reading group 0
Designed for the lunch hour, this
group will determine its own

directing.

The Sanctuary Choir welcomes all
who enjoy singing. New voices are
always welcome. Rehearsals are held
on Wednesday evenings from 7-8 pm.
(On Ash Wednesday we will have a
brief rehearsal following worship).

HEARTWARMING
WORSHIP

"How lovely is your
dwelling place, O Lord of
hosts! My soul longs,

Tell 06 Ter esa F3$prittWave ewill sing at worship on courts of the Lord."
directing February 7th. The will also sing and Psalm 84:1 - 2
Feb.21 10: 45, #AChristhdwe Madtealml e at thel AnCel ebr at.
Sure Foundati o@ho Calr atpre, d-H Bullding.
Ehmke directing Sponsored by the Auburn Optimistd
Feb.28 8: 30 & 10: 45, $1®(afew tickets available at the
Kneeodo Teresa Fdoelt cher
RADICAL HOSPITALITY Happenings
"Welcome one another,
therefore, just as Christ Baptism_ October 27, 2009 to Kylla Randolph.

has welcomed you, for
the glory of God."
(Romans 15:7)

Ivan James Randolph
infant baptism. Jessie was born on

He is the grand-son of Teresa
Randolph and the great-grand-son of
Sharon Randolph.

On December 20, 2009, Jessie
received

on
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In the Mall

I want to thank you so much
for all the prayers, get well cards
and the phone calls | have
received since | fell and broke my
ankle.

Thank you,
Trudy Peaslee

Thank you so much for the
care package last semester. It
really helped me get through
finals week knowing | had your
support. The candy was also a
huge help!

Thanks a bunch,
Lauren Fletcher

Thanks to all who made our
Christmas so special. Friends
who brought
carolers singing at the front door,
card and flowers full of good
wishes, neighbors sharing their

Megan Comstock
Katie Borgan
Dallas McMann
Brent Meyer
Sherry Black
Richard Clopton
Marty Fattig
Harriet Kerl

Julie North

ourNE

© N

pl at es

Christmas meal; a stranger
clearing our driveway. We are so
bl essed to have
around us.
Wishing you all peace and joy,
Ted & Joline Yager

Thank you to everyone who
donated funds and items to provide
Health Kits to victims of the
earthquake in Haiti. A total of 96
kits were prepared and will be
picked up when the Nebraska
Conference semi stops in Auburn.
Also, a special thank you to Kathy
Grant, Shannon Stemm and Laurie
Schulte for assisting in assembling
the Kkits.
of A g o oMirginea®ippert

Nancy Ramsey
Parish Health Nurses

February Birthdays

9. Shelby Bennett

Lori Henderson
John Mayfield

10.
12.
13.

15.
16.

Duane Weiner

Devin Eitzmann

Randy Perry, Jr.

Brenda (Black) Verkuilen
Linda Weiner

Mark Winder

Ardith Wininger

Fred Richart

Lee Conner

Mildred Meyer

S January/February, 2010 Upper

17.

18.
20.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.

Roomand Alive Now

Devotionals are available.

Pick up copies for yourself and

a friend.

Lindsey (Hemmingsen) Finken

Jeff LaPlant
Carol Richart
Brent Cole
Arlene Whisler
Allan Casey
Carter Hamann
Debbie Meyer
Dennis Ehmke
Russ Eitzmann
Kerri Comstock
Alex Chubick
Linda Warren

)
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UMCOR Is Our Agent in Haiti

United Methodist
Committee on Relief is
actively involved in saving
lives in Haiti. By finding
ways to connect
resources and need, a
real difference is being
made. People are
receiving a kind heart and
a true experience of Christ
in action. Despite the loss
of life to two of the major
heads of UMCOR during
the earthquake, the
United Methodist Church
continues efforts to
present hope to those
who suffer in two ways:
1.Currently we have
funded the collection,
packing, and sending
100 health kits. We are
considering adding to
this already achieved
goal. The health kits will
be picked up on or
about February 8 in
Auburn.

2.We receive money
designated
send it on to UMCOR,
which in turn is able to
fund emergency and
long term projects
designed to save lives
and create an improved

future for
Children there. UMCOR
uses 100% of the
money given for projects
in Haiti. When we paid
our mission shares in
2009, we guaranteed
UMCOR©OG s
standing and
operations. That way, in
2010 it can operate
across the globe with
considerable strengthd
and all immediate gifts
to UMCOR, with no
administrative costs
overhead taken out.
Webve fipai d

The United Methodist
Committee on Relief has
been in Haiti for years
working in partnership
with the Methodist Church
of Haiti and our Board of
Global Ministries. UMCOR
will continue to be present
in Haiti for years to come
and they have an
outstanding record of

fsendng in theé wakerofd
disasters.

Over the next few
weeks as the various
NGO's and the Haitian
government begin to map
out a long term plan for

SENCA Food Pantry

arécdvenGwedl bes

c o n tinfoormee or contact Tom

RISK TAKING MISSION
mapping out plans for how AND JUSTICE WORK
we can best play a part in
this effort. To find out
more about how you can
help Haiti, click on the

links above to stay

"Truly | tell you, just as
you did it for one of the
least of these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me."
Matthew 25:40
Black, missions chair.

In addition, we are
exploring new and
creative ways to minister
to hungry and mal-
nourished people. We are
sending out invitations to
other groups in Auburn 0 know more about
and Nemaha County to mosquitoes, m_alarla or
seetif théyavouwd @onglderd dengue fever, just Google
being part of a weekend O @sk any of us who went
event to package 60,000 0 Haliti in September!
meals designed to feed ~ TNis Nothing But Nets
five people. You can read Collectionis being
more about this projectat SPonsored by
Kids Against Hunger. 4-6 Sunday_ School class
Each package contains ~ and needs just $300 to
food for a family of five for finish their goal of a Mile
one meal, or it could of Pennies, which will
mean food for a week for Send 78 nets. Please

a child: and it costsjust  help us send nets and
send it . barrier!

And we are in the final Please let Tom Black
stages of raising money to OF Pastor Fred know if
send anti-malaria youdd Iike 't
mosquito netting to of these ministries.
families in ravaged areas.

Mosquitoes can carry a
variety of diseases in
tropical areas. If you want

During the month of February, the National Heart Association promotes awareness and prevention of heart
disease. This gives us the opportunity to consider those on restricted diets who need to use the food pantry.

Some examples include:
Canned salmon or tuna
Oatmeal
Whole grain cereals and crackers

Lower sodium canned soups and vegetables
Dried Beans

I SOICHT]
‘:\\”\T —r rrr(



http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/
http://www.kahlincoln.org/
http://www.nothingbutnets.net/partners/umc.html
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Green Team

The Green Team will meet on
Tuesday, February 9th to start
planning for 2010 gardens. We
will meet at 6:30 pm at the home
of Kim & Nate Beger.

I f you
Garden last year and would like
to reserves a spot again this year
or would like to garden with us
this year, please contact Teresa
at the church office. Garden
spots will be offered to those who
had a bed last year, then to new
gardeners on a first come first
serve basis.

We will also begin planning
our big garden

U. M.

CONNECTIONAL JOY

gar dened haet

February Meeting

The mission of
provide fresh, healthy foods to
people in need. ltis also
intended to raise enough funds to
sustain itselfd through sales from
FEad emedrs6 s Ma
Nebraska Food Cooperative. We
will be looking for fresh, creative
ways to accomplish both of those
goals. If you have any ideas,
please let us know.

The Green Team welcomes
all to any and all meetings and
activities of the group. Please
RSVP for the February meeting
by calling 274-3329 or e-mail:

at auburndnic@wikdstnean.net

Women

AND COMMITMENT

"I'm a friend and
companion of all who fear
you, of those committed
to living by your rules."

Psalm 119:63
(The Message)

Devoti

Fellowship Groups

DUMP

Doné6t Underest.i
Restaurant) is a dinner fellowship
group that meets every 4th Friday
at a local restaurant. The group
meets at the restaurant (if in
Auburn) or the church (if
carpooling out of town) at 5:30
pm. All are welcome.

Lorddéds Acre is to

NEBRASKA

O—— C

tFOOD CORRERATLIVE
February 2010 Order Schedule

Orders taken Jan. 31-Feb. 5
Delivery on February 11

r k g

To view catalog
www.nebraskafood.org/shop

E-mail order to Deb at
aumccoop@gmail.com

Morning Book Study

February 3 1:30 pm
Pledge Service

Prayer & Self-Denial

Program Midge Mason/Kathy Grant

ons Audre Blankenship

Committee Phyllis Hemmingsen

February 2010 DUMP Location
Auburn Country Club
Myivy Pj Auldurn ( o f

mat e

8:30 am
***Eamily Connection***

January 20

(new location)

United Methodist Youth

Meets on Wednesday evenings
from 7:150 8:15 pm at the
church. All youth in grades 7-12
are welcome. Wednesday
meetings are for fellowship and
planning.

Super Bowl Subs, an annual
Youth fundraiser will be delivered
before the big game on February
7th.


mailto:auburnumc@windstream.net
http://www.nebraskafood.org/shop
mailto:aumccoop@gmail.com

